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P R E F A C E 

To the SEVENTH EDITION. 

notice of the extraordinary 

fuccefs of this little volume, and the 

various improvements it has under¬ 

gone, will not, we hope, be thought 

unnecejfary. The firf edition con* 

tamed no more than was written by 

Baron Munchaufen, and includes 

A 3 Chatters* 
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Chapters 2, 3, 4, 5, tfW 6 only % 

all the other Chapters are the pro~ 

duel ion of another pen, written in 

the Barons manner. cTo the fame 

perfon the Public is alfo indebted for 

the Plates with which the book is 

now embellijhed. 

Some of the hints, and a few of 

the faEls, are taken from “ Lucian’s 

True Hiftory,” as he ironically calls 

it; particularly a Jhort account of 

filch things as were difeovered in 

the Moon. Lucian’j motives for 

writing fuch extraordinary tales 

were partly to entertain the reader 

after more fevere fudies, and partly 

as 

m m 
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as a fat ire upon fome writers who 

9 

had related a number of monjlrous 
s V 

and incredible fories in their works. 

Baron Munchaufen is a man of 

great original humour ; and having 

found that prejudiced minds cannot 

be reafoned into common fenfe, and 

that bold ajfertors are very apt to 

bully their audience out of it, he ne~ 

ver argues with either of them, 

but adroitly turns the converfation 

upon indifferent topics, and then tells 

a fory of his travels, campaigns, 

and adventures, in a manner pecu¬ 

liar to himfelf ’ and well calculated 

to awaken and put to fame the 

practice 
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EA 

practice of lyings or, // /V politely 

called\ drawing the long bow. 

ddhe fudden efiimation which this 

work Is grown into (having, paffed 

fix editions within a Jkort period) 

is a firong proof that the Public 

have feen its moral tendency in a 

proper light ; it might have been 

inti tied^ with great propriety. The 

Liar’s Monitor :—furely no vice 

is more contemptible than a habit of 

abufing the ears of our friends with/ 

falsehoods.. 

Phe firfi edition r for want of more 

matter, was comparatively flow in 

fale ; but the whole of the fubfequent, 

s IBHBUHP1 



imprejjions were purchafed within 

a Jhort time after they were printed 

"This feventh edition contains fuch 

corfiderable additions, that it may 

fairly be considered as a new work. 

In the preface to Gulliver’s 

Travels, which is a fine piece of 

irony, we find the following pajfage: 

cc There is an air of truth appa- 

u rent through the whole of thefe 

Ci travels ; and, indeed, the author 

was fo diflinguifhed for veracity, 

<c that it became a fort of proverb 

a among his neighbours, when any one 

46 affirmed a thing, it was as true 

iC as 

■ 

I 



€< as if Mr. Gulliver had fpoke 

“ //.” 

The Editor of thefe Adventures 

humbly hopes they will alfo be 

received with the fame marks of 

refpedt, and the exclamation of 

that’s a Munchausen! given 

hereafter to every article of authen*- 

tic intelligence« 

O&ober. 16, 1792*.. 
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C H A P. L* 

Phe Baron relates an account of his firft 
r 

travels.—The aftcvrjhing effelis of a 

form..—Arrives at Ceylon j combats 
\ 

and conquers two extraordinary oppo¬ 

nents.—Returns to Holland. 
V 

gOME years before my beard an* 

nounced approaching manhood. 

The Baron is. fuppofed to relate thefe adventures 

to his friends, over a bottle. 

B or, 



or, in other words, when I was neither 
4 

man nor boy, but between both, I ex- 

prefled in repeated conventions a 

ftrong defire of feeing the world, from 

which I was difcouraged by my pa- 
c 

rents, though my father had been no 

inconfiderable traveller himfelf, as will 

appear before I have reached the end 

of my Angular, and, I may add, -in- 

terefting adventures. A coufln, by my. 

mother’s fide, took a liking to me, of¬ 

ten laid I was a fine forward youth, 

and was much inclined to gratify my 

curiofity. His eloquence had more ef¬ 

fect than mine, for my father confented 

to my accompanying him in a voyage 
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I . — 

to the ifland of Ceylon, where his 

uncle had refided as governor many 

years. 

We failed from Am Herd am with 

difpatches from their High Mighti- 

neflfes the States of Holland. The only 

circumftance which happened on our 

voyage worth relating, was the wonder¬ 

ful effefls of a ftorm, which had torn 

up by the roots a great number of 

trees of enormous bulk and height, 

(in an ifland where we lay at anchor to 

take in wood and water); feme of thefe 

trees weighed many tons, yet they 

were carried by the wind fo amazingly 

high, that they appeared like the feathers 

13 2 of 



of fmall birds floating in the air, for 
i 

they were at kaft five miles above the 
/ 

earth : however, as foon as the florm 

fubfided, they all fell perpendicularly 

into their refpedtive places, and took 

root again, except the largeft, which 

happened, when it was blown into the 
✓ 

air, to have a man and his wife, a very 

honed old couple, upon its branches, 

gathering cucumbers, (in this part of 

the globe, that ufeful vegetable grows 

upon trees); the weight of this couple, 

as the tree defeended, overbalanced the 

trunk, and brought it down in an ho¬ 

rizontal pofition : it fell upon the 
* 

chief man cf the ifland, and killed 

him 
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him on the fpot; he had quitted his 

houfe in the ftorm, under an appre- 

hcnfion of its falling upon him, and 

was returning through his own garden 

when this fortunate accident happen¬ 

ed.—The word fortunate, here, requires 

fome explanation.-—This chief was a 

man of a very avaricious andoppreffive 

difpofition, and though he had no rami- 

Iv, the natives of the iiland were half- 
* * 

ftarved by his oppreffive and infamous 

impofitions. 

The very goods which he had thus 

taken from them were fpoiling in his 

flores, while the poor wretches from 

whom they were plundered were pin- 

B 3 inS 
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ing in poverty. Though the deft ruc¬ 

tion of this tyrant was accidental, the 

people chofe the cue umber-gatherers 

for their governors, as a mark of their 
CO ' 

gratitude, for deftroying, though ac¬ 

cidentally, their late tyrant. 

After we had repaired the damages 
/ 

we fuftained in this remarkable ftorm, 

and taken leave of the new governor 

and his lady, we failed with a fair wind 

for the objed of our voyage. 

In about fix weeks we arrived at 

Ceylon, where we were received with 

great marks of friendfhip and true po¬ 

lite nefs. The following finnular ad- 

venture may not prove unentertaining. 

After 

'V. 
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After we had refided at Ceylon 

about a fortnight, I accompanied one 

of the governor’s brothers upon a 

fhaoting party. He was a ftrong, 

athletic man, and being ufed to that 

climate (for he had, redded there fome 

years), he bore the violent heat of the 

fun much better than I could ; in our 
- V 

excurfion, he had made a confiderable 

progrefs through a thick wood when 

I was only at the entrance. 

Near the banks of a large piece of 

water, which had engaged my atten¬ 

tion, I thought I heard a milling 

noife behind * on turning about, I was 

aim oft petrified (as who would not ?) 

at. 



( 32 ) 

at the fight of a lion, which was evi¬ 

dently approaching with an intention 

of fatisfying his appetite with my poor 

carcafs, and that without afking my 

confent.—'What was to be done in 

this horrible dilemma ? I had not even 

a moment for reflection; my piece 

was only charged with fwan-fhot, and 

I had no other about me : however, 

though I could have no idea of killing 

fuch an animal with that weak kind of 

ammunition, yet I had fome hopes of 

frightening him by the report, and per¬ 

haps of wounding him alfo. I imme¬ 

diately let fly, without waiting till he 
* , T * 

was within reach ; and the report did 

but 
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i' 

but enrage him, for he now quickened 

his pace, and Teemed to approach me 

full fpeed : I attempted to efcape, 

but that only added (if an addition 

could be made) to my diftrefs *, for 

the moment I turned about, I found a 

large crocodile, with his mouth extend- 
a 

ed almoft ready to receive me •, on my 
* 

right hand was the piece of water be¬ 

fore-mentioned, and on my left a deep 

precipice, faid to have, as I have flnce 

learned, a receptacle at the bottom for 
/ 

venomous creatures •, in fhort, I gave 

myfelf up as loft, for the lion was now 

upon his hind-legs, juft in the acft of 

feizing me: I fell involuntarily to the 

ground 
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ground with fear, and, as it afterwards 

appeared, he fprang over me. I lay fome 

time in a filiation which, no language 

can defcrihe, ppeftiag to fed his teeth 

or talons in fome part of me every mo¬ 

ment : after waiting in this profrate 

fituation a few feconds, I heard a vio¬ 

lent but unufual noife, different from 

any found that had ever before affail- 

ed my ears; nor is it at all to be won¬ 

dered at, when I inform you from 

whence it proceeded: after liftening 

for dome time, I ventured to raife my 

head and look round, when, to uny un- 

fpeakable joy, I perceived the lion had, 

by the eagernefs with which he fprung 

at 







at me, jumped forward as I fell, into 

the crocodile’s mouth ! which, as be¬ 

fore obferved, was wide open ; the 

head of the one ftuck in the throat of 

the other ! and they were ftmggling to 

extricate themfelves : I fortunately re¬ 

collected my couteau cle chafe which 

was by my fide •, with this inilrument 

I fevered the lion’s head at one blow, 

and the body fell at my feet! I then, 

with the but-end of my fowling-piece, 

rammed the head farther into the throat 

of the crocodile, and deftroyed him 

by fuffocation, for he could neither 

gorge nor ejeCl it. 

Soon after I had thus gained a com¬ 

plete 
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piete vidtory over my two powerful ad- 

verfaries, my companion arrived in 

fearch of me; for, finding I did not 

follow him into the wood, he return¬ 

ed, apprehending I had loft my way, 

or met with fome accident. 

After mutual congratulations, we 

meafured the crocodile, which was juft 

forty feet in length. 

As foon as we had related this extra¬ 

ordinary adventure to the governor, he 

fent a waggon and fervants, who 

brought home the two carcafes. The 
D 

lion’s fkin was properly preferved, 

with its hair on *, after which it. was 

made into tobacco-pouches, and pre- 

fented 
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fen ted by me upon our return to Hol¬ 

land to the burgomailers, who in re¬ 

turn requeiied my acceptance of a 

thoufand ducats. 
V 

The ildn of the crocodile was fluffed 

in the ufual manner, and makes a ca¬ 

pital article in their public mufeum at 

Amflerdam, where the exhibitor re¬ 

lates the whole ilory to each fpeclator, 

with fuch additions as he thinks pro¬ 

per : fome of his variations are rather 

extravagant •, one of them is, that the 

lion jumped quite through the croco¬ 

dile, and was making his efcape at the 

back-door, when as foon as his head 
^ * 

appeared, Monfieur the Great Baron 

C (as 

\ 
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(as he is pleafedtocall me) cut it off, and 

three feet of the crocodile’s tail alono- o 

with it; nay, fo little attention has this 

fellow to the truth, that he fometimes 

adds, as foon as the crocodile miffed 

his tail, he turned about, fnatched the 

couteau de chaffe out of Monfieur’s 

hand, and fwallowed it with fuch ea¬ 

ger nefs, that it pierced his heart, and 

killed him im mediately ! 

The little regard which this impu¬ 

dent knave has to veracity, makes me 

fometimes apprehenfive that my real 

fcitls may fail under fufpicion, by be¬ 

ing found in company with his con¬ 

founded inventions. 



i 
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CHAP. II. 

/» the Baron proves hitnfelf a good 
\ - . 

jhot%~~He lofes his hcrfe, and finds a 

wolf Makes him draw his fledge*— 

Promtfes to entertain his company with 

a relation of fuch faSls as are well de¬ 

ferring their notice, 

I SET off from Rome on a journey 

to Ruffia, in the midft of winter, 

from a juft notion that froft and fnow 

muft of courfe mend the roads, which 

every traveller had deferibed as un¬ 

commonly bad through the northern 

C * parts 
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parts of Germany, Poland, Courland, 

and Livonia. I went on horfeback, 

as the moil convenient manner of tra¬ 

velling •, I was but lightly clothed, 

and of this I felt the inconvenience 

the more I advanced north-eafb. What 

nmifl not a poor old man have fufFered 

in that fevere weather and climate, 

whom I faw on a bleak common in 

Poland, lying on the road, helplefs, 

inivenng, and hardly having where¬ 

withal to cover his nakednefs ? 

I pitied the poor foul!—Though I 

v felt the feverlty of the air myfelf, I 

threw my mantle over him, and im- 
" V* > 

mediately I heard a voice from the 

heavens, 
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heavens, bleffing me for that piece of 

charity, faying, 

“ You will be rewarded, my fon, 

iC for this in time.” 

I went on : night and darknefs over¬ 

took me. No village was to be feen. 

The country was covered with fnow, 

and I was unacquainted with the road. 

Tired, I alighted, and fattened my 

horfe to fomethmg like a pointed ftump 

of a tree, which appeared above the 

fhow •, for the fake of fafety, I placed 

my piftols under my arm, and layed 

down on the fnow, where I fiept fo 

foundly that I did not open my eyes 

till full day-light. It is not eafy to 

conceive 
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conceive my aftonifhment, to find my- 

felfin the midftof a village, lying in a 
*N 

church-yard ^ nor was my horfe to be 

feen, but 1 heard him foon after neigh 

fomewhere above me. On looking up- 

wards* I beheld him hanging by his 

bridle to the weather-cock of the 
' 

fteeple. Matters were now very plain 
- * Sf 

to me: the village had been covered 

with fnow over night * a fudden 

change of weather had taken place ; I 

had funk down to the church-yard 

whilft afleep, gently, and in the fame 

proportion as the fnow had melted 

away j and what in the dark I had 

taken to be a flump of a little tree 

7 appearing v 



appearing above the fnow, to which I 

had tied my horfe, proved to have 

been the crofs or weather-cock of the 

fteeple \ 

Without long confideration, I took 

one of my piftols, ihot the bridle in 

two, brought down the horfe, and pro¬ 

ceeded on my journey *. 

He carried me well—advancing in¬ 

to the interior parts of RufTia, I found 

travelling on horfeback rather un- 

fafhionable in winter * therefore I fub- 

* Here the Baron feems to have forgot his feelings j 

ha fliould certainly have ordered his horfe a feed of 

corn, after fading fo long. 

mitted. 
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minted, as I always do, to the cuftom 

of the country, took a Tingle horfe 

(ledge, and drove brifkly towards St. 

Peterfburgh. I do not exaCtly recol¬ 

lect whether it was in Eaflland or 

Jugemanland, but I remember that in 

the midft of a dreary foreft, I fpied a 

terrible wolf making after me, with 

all the fpeed of ravenous winter hunger. 

He foon overtook me. There was no 

poflibility of efcape. Mechanically I 

laid myfelf down flat in the fledge, 

and let my horfe run for our fafety. 

What I wifhed, but hardly hoped or 

expeCted, happened immediately after. 

The wolf did not mind me in the lead, 

but 



but took a leap over me, and falling 

furioufly on the horfe, began inftantly 
, * f _ " r , M * 

to tear and devour the hind part of 

the poor animal, which ran the falter 

for his pain and terror. Thus unno¬ 

ticed and fafe myfelf, I lifted my head 

(lily up, and with horror I beheld that 

the wolf had ate his way into the 

horfe’s body ^ it was not long before 

he had fairly forced himfelf into it, 

when I took my advantage, and fell 

upon him with the but-end of my whip. 

This unexpe&ed attack in his rear, 

frightened him fo much, that he leaped 

forward with all his might: the horfe’s 

carcafs dropt on the ground *, but in 

his 
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liis place the wolf was in the harnefs, 

and I on my part whipping him con¬ 

tinually, we both arrived in full career 

fafe to St. Peterfburgh, contrary to our 

refpe&ive expe&ations, and very much 

to the aftonifhment of the fpedlators. 

I fhall not tire you, gentlemen, with 

the politics, arts, fciences, and hiftory 

of this magnificent metropolis of 

Ruffiaj nor trouble you with the vari¬ 

ous intrigues, and pleafing adventures, 

I had in the politer circles of that 

country, where the lady of the houfe 

always receives the vifitor with a dram 

and a falute. I fhall confine myfelf 

rather to the greater and nobler objects 

of 
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of your attention, horfes and dogs, 

my favourites in the brute creation ; 

alfo to foxes, wolves, and bears, with 

which, and game in general, Ruffia 

abounds more than any other part of 

the world *, and to fuch fports, man¬ 

ly exercifes, and feats of gallantry and 

adtivity, as fhow the Gentleman better 

than mufty Greek or Latin, or all the 

perfume, finery and capers of French 

wits, or petit-maitres. 
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CHAP. III. 

An encounter between the Baron's nofe and 

a door-poft, with its wonderful effects. 

Fifty brace of ducks and other fowl 

deftroyed by one foot.—Flogs a fox out 

of his fkin.—-Leads an old fow home 

in a new way, and vanquifhes a wild 

boar. 

It was fome time before I could ob¬ 

tain a commiffion in the army, and for 

feveral months I was perfectly at li¬ 

berty to fport away my time and mo¬ 

ney in the moil gentleman-like manner. 

You 
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You may eafily imagine, that I (pent 

much of both, out of town, with fuch 

gallant fellows as knew how to make 

the mod of an open foreft country. 

The very recollection of thole amufe- 

ments gives mefrefh fpirits, and creates 

a warm wifh for a repetition of them. 

One morning; I favv through the 
O O 

windows of my bed-room, that a large 

pond, not far off, was covered with 
i 

wild ducks. In an indant I took my 

gun from the corner, ran down (lairs 

and out of the houfe in fuch a hurry, 

that I imprudently (truck my face 

againft the door-pod. Fire dew out 

of my eyes, but it did not prevent 

D my 



mv intention; I Toon came within 

(hot, when levelling my piece, I ob- 

ferved, to my forrow, that even the 

flint had fprung from the cock, by 

the violence of the fhock I had juft 

received. There was no time to be 

loft. I prefently remembered the 

effedt it had upon my eyes, therefore 

opened the% pan, levelled my piece 

againft the wild fowls, and my fift 

againft one of my eyes'*. A hearty 

blow drew fparks again; the (hot 

went off, and I killed fifty brace of 

ducks, twenty widgeons, and three 

* The Baron’s eyes have retained fire ever fince, 

and appear particularly illuminated when he relates 

this anecdote. 
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couple of teals. Prefence of mind is 

the foul of manly exercifes. If fol- 

diers and failors owe to it many of 

their lucky efcapes, hunters and 

fportfmen are not lefs beholden to it 

for many of their fucceffes. an a 

noble foreft in Ruffia, I met a fine 

black fox, vvhofc valuable fkin it 

would have been a pity to tear by 

ball or fhot. Reynard flood clofe to 

a tree. In a twinkling I took out my 

ball, and placed a good fpike nail in 

its room, fired, and hit him fo cle¬ 

verly that I nailed his brufh faft to 

the tree. I now went up to him, 

took out my hanger, gave him a 

D 2 crofs 
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crofs cut over the face, laid hold of 

my whip, and fairly flogged him out 

of his fine fkin. 

Chance and good luck often cor- 

re£l our miftakes: of this I had a 

fingular inftance foon after, when, in 

the depth of a for eft, I faw a wild pig 

and fow running clofe behind each 

other. My ball had miffed them, yet 

the foremoft pig only ran away, 

and the fow flood motionlefs, as ■ 

fixed to the ground. On examining 

into the matter, I found the latter one 

to be an old fow, blind with age, 

which had taken hold of her pig’s 

tail, in order to be led along by filial 

duty. 



duty. My ball having palled be* 

tween the two, had cut his leading- 

firing, which the old fow continued 

to hold in her mouth; and as her for¬ 

mer guide did not draw her on any 

longer, the had flopped of courfe: I 

therefore laid hold of the remaining 

end of the pig’s tail, and led the old 

beaft home, without any farther trou¬ 

ble on my part, and without any re¬ 

luctance or apprehenfion on the part 

of the helplefs old animal. 

Terrible as thefe wild fows are, 

yet more fierce and dangerous are 

the boars, one of which I had once 

the misfortune to meet in a foreft, un¬ 

prepared for attack or defence. I re- 

D 3 tired 



tired behind an oak tree, juft when 

the furious animal levelled a fide 

blow at me, with fucli force, that his 

tufks pierced through the tree, by 

which means he could neither repeat 

the blow nor retire.—Ho ! ho! 

thought I, I fhall foon have you 

now—and immediately I laid hold of 

a ftone, wherewith I hammered and 

bent his tuiks in fuch a manner, that 

he could not retreat by any means, 

and muft wait my return from the 

next village, whither I went for ropes 

and a cart, to fecure him properly, 

and to carry him oft' fafe and alive, in 

which I perfectly fucceeded. 

C H A P. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Reflexions on Saint Hubert’s flag.— 

Shoots a flag with cherry-ft ones; the 

wonderful effeXs of it.—Kills a bear 

by extraordinary dexterity ; his danger 

pathetically defcribed.—Attacked by a 

wolfy which he turns infide out.—Is 

ajfailed by a mad dog, from which he 

efcapes. —- Ihe Baron’s cloak feized 

with madnefs, by which his whole 

wardrobe is thrown into confujion. 

O U have heard, I dare fay, of 

the hunter’s and fportfman’s faint and 

prote&or, St. Hubert; and of the 

7 noble 
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noble (lag, which appeared to him in 

the forefl, with the holy crofs between 

his antlers. I have paid my homage 

to that faint every year in good fel¬ 

lowship, and feen this (lag a thoufand 

times, either painted in churches, or 

embroidered in the ftars of his 

knights; fo that, upon the honour and 

confcience of a good fportfman, I 

hardly know whether there may not 

have been formerly, or whether there 

are not fuch croiTed Stags even at this 

prefent day. But let me rather tell 

what I have feen myfelf. Having 

one day fpent all my (hot, I found 

myfelf unexpe&edly in prefence of a 

(lately 



llately flag, looking at me as uncon- 
\ 

cernedly as if he had known of my 

empty pouches. I charged imme¬ 

diately with powder, and upon it 

a good handful of cherry'Hones, for 

I had fucked the fruit as far as the 

hurry would permit. Thus I let fly 

$t him, and hit him juft on the middle 

of the forehead, between his antlers: 

it ftunned him—he daggered—yet he 

made off. A year or two after, being 

with a party in the fame foreft, I be¬ 

held a noble flag with a fine full- 

grown cherry-tree above ten feet high 

between his antlers. I immediately 

recolledled my former adventure, 
\ 

looked 
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looked upon him as my property, and 

brought him to the ground by one 
* 

(hot, which at once gave me the 

haunch and cherry-fauce; for the tree 

was covered with the richeft fruit, the 

like I never had tafted before. Who 

knows but fome paffionate holy fportf- 

man, or fporting abbot, or bifhop, 

may have (hot, planted, and fixed 

the crofs between the antlers of St. 

Hubert's flag, in a manner fimilar to 

this? They always have been, and dill 

are, famous for plantations of erodes 

and antlers; and in a cafe of diftrefs 

or dilemma, which too often happens 

to keen fportfmen, one is apt to grafp 

at 
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at any thing for fafety, and to try any 

expedient, rather than mifs the fa¬ 

vourable opportunity. I have many 

times found myfelf in that trying 

fkuation. 

What do you fay of this, for ex¬ 

ample? Daylight and powder were 

fpent one day in a Polifh foreft. 

When I was going home, a terrible 

bear made up to me in great fpeed, 

with open mouth ready to fall upon 

me : all my pockets were fearched in 

an inftant for powder and ball, but in 

vain—I found nothing but two fpare 

flints; one I flung with all my might 

into the monfter’s open jaws, down 

his 
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his throat..,It gave him pain, and 

made him turn about/To that I could 

level the fecond at his back door, 

which, indeed, I did with wonderful 

fuccefs; for it flew in, met the firfl flint 

in the flomach, flruck fire, and blew 

up the bear with a terrible explofion. 

Though I came fafe off that time, yet 

I fhould not wifh to try it again, or 

venture againft bears with no other 

ammunition. 

There is a kind of fatality in it. 

The fierceft and mofi dangerous ani¬ 

mals generally came upon me when 

defencelefs, as if they had a notion or 

an inflindlive intimation of it. Thus, 

a fright- 



a frightful wolf rullied upon me fo 
- • 

fuddenly, and fo clofe, that I could do 

nothing but follow mechanical inflindt, 
• t 

and thrufl my fill into his open mouth. 

For fafety’s fake I pufhed on and on^ 

till my arm was fairly in, up to the 

fhoulder. How fhould I difengage 
' * ■" • 

myfelf ? I was not much pleafed with 

my awkward fituation—with a wolf 

face to face—our ogling was not of 

the moll pleafant kind. If 1 withdrew 

my arm, then the animal would fly the 

more furioufly upon me ^ that I faw in 

his flaming eyes, In fhort, I laid hold 

of his entrails, turned him infide out 

E like 
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like a glove, and flung him to the 

ground, where I left him. 

The fame expedient would not haVe 

anfwered againft a mad dog, which 

foon after came running again ft me in 

a narrow ftreet at St. Peterfburgh. 

Run who can, I thought; and to do 

this the better, I threw off my fur 

cloak; and was fafe within doors in an 

inftant. I fent my fervant for the 

cloak, and he put it in the wardrobe 

with my other clothes. The day af¬ 

ter I' was amazed and frightened by 

Jack’s bawling: “ For God’s fake,- 

Sir, your fur cloak is mad!” I haftened 
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up to him, and found almoft all my 

clothes tolled about and torn to pieces. 

The fellow was perfe&ly right in his 

apprehenfions about the fur cloak’s 

madnefs. I faw him myfelf juft then 

falling upon a fine full-drefs fuit, which 

he fhook and tolled in an unmerciful 

manner. 

/ ' . ' 

E 2 C H A P. 
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?be effetts of great activity and pre¬ 

fence of mind.—A favourite hound 

defcribed, which pups while pur- 
Suing a hare \ the hare alfo litters while 

purfued by the hound.—Prefented with 

a famous hcrfe by Count PrzobosJky> 

with which he performs many extraor¬ 

dinary feats. 

All thefe narrow and lucky es¬ 

capes, gentlemen, were chances turned 
• __ 

to advantage, by prefence of mind and 
. 

vigorous exertions; which, taken to¬ 

gether. 
D 



gether, as every body knows, make 
t 

the fortunate fportfman, failor, and 

foldier; but he would be a very 

blameable and imprudent fportfman, 

admiral, or general, who would al¬ 

ways depend upon chance and his 
/ 

{tars, without troubling himfelf about 

thofe arts which are their particular 

purfuits, and without providing the 

very belt implements, which infure 

fuccefs. I was not blameable either 

way •, for I have always been as re¬ 

markable for the excellency of my 

horfes, dogs, guns, and fwords, as 

for the proper manner of ufing and 

managing them, fo that upon the whole 

E 3 I may . 



I may hope to be remembered in the 

foreft, upon the turf, and In the field. 
• t , 

I fhall not enter here into any detail 

of my (tables, kennel, or armoury ^ 

but a favourite bitch of mine I can¬ 

not help mentioning to you—floe was 

a greyhound, and i never had or faw a 

better. She grew old in my fervice, 

and was not remarkable for her fize, 

but rather for her uncommon fwift- 

nefs. I always courted with her. Had 

you feen her, you mult have admired 

her, and would not have wondered at 

my predile£hon, and at my courfing 

her fo much. She ran lo fait, fo 

much, and fo long in my fervice, that 
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fne actually ran off her legs; fo that, 

in the latter part of her life, I was un¬ 

der the necefiity of working and ufing 

her only as a terrier, in which qua¬ 

lity (lie Hill ferved me many years. 

Courfing one day a hare, which ap¬ 

peared to me uncommonly big, I pitied 

my poor bitch, being big with pups, 

yet fhe would courfe as faft as ever. 

I could follow her on horfeback only 

at a great diftance. At once I heard a 

cry as it were of a pack of hounds— 

but fo weak and faint that I hardly 

knew what to make of it. Coming 

up to them, I was greatly furpnfed. 

The hare had littered in running j the 

fame 3 
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fame had happened to my bitch in 

courting—and there were juft as many 

leverets as pups. By inftind the for¬ 

mer ran, the latter courfed •, and thus I 

found myfelf in poflefiion at once of 

fix hares, and as many dogs, at the end 

of a courfe, which had only begun with 

one. 

I remember this, my wonderful 

bitch, with the fame pleafure and ten- 

dernefs- as a fuperb Lithuanian horfe, 

which no money could have bought. 

He became mine by an accident, which 

gave me an opportunity of Ihewing 

my horfemanihip to a great advantage. 

I was at Count Przobosfky’s noble 

country 

as 
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country feat in Lithuania, and remain¬ 

ed with the ladies at tea in the drawing-* 

room, while the gentlemen were down 

in the yard, to fee a young horfe of 

blood, which was juft arrived from 
" ■ ' 4 

the ftud. We fuddenly heard a noife 

of diflrefs—I haftened down flairs, 

and found the horfe fo unruly, that 

nobody durft approach or mount him. 

The moll refolute horfemen flood dis¬ 

mayed and aghafl: defpondency was 

exprefTed in every countenance, when, 

in one leap, I was on his back, took 

him by furprife, and worked him 

quite into gentlenefs and obedience, 

with the bed difplay of horfemanfliip 1 

was 
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was mailer of. Fully to fliew this to 

the ladies, and fave them unneceifary 

trouble, I forced him to leap in at one 

of the open windows of the tea-room** 

walked round feveral times, pace, trot, 

and gallop; and at lafl made him 

mount the tea-table -f*, there to repeat 

his lefions, in a pretty flyle of minia¬ 

ture, which was exceedingly pleafing 

to the ladies, for he performed them 

amazingly well, and did not break ei¬ 

ther cup or faucer. It placed me fo 

high in their opinion, and fo well in 

that of the noble lord, that with his 

ufual politenefs, he begged I would ac- 

* See plate. f See plate. 

cept 
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cept of this young horfe, and ride hint 

full career to conqueft and honour* 

in the campaign againfl the Turks, 

which was foon to be opened, under 

the command of Count Munich. 

I could not indeed have received a 

more agreeable prefent, nor a more 

ominous one at the opening of that 

campaign, in which I made my ap~ 
i » 

prenticefhip as a foldier. A horfe fo 

gentle, fo fpirited, and fo fierce-—at 

once a lamb and a Bucephalus, put me 

always in mind of the foldier’s and thq 

gentleman’s duty ; of young Alexan¬ 

der, and of the aflonifhing things he 

performed in the field. 

We 
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We took the field, among feveral 

other reafons, it Teems, with an inten¬ 

tion to retrieve the charadter of the 

Ruffian arms, which had been blemifl> 

ed a little by Czar Peter’s laft campaign 

on the Pruth; and this we fully ac- 
s , 

complifhed by feveral very fatiguing 

and glorious campaigns under the 

command of that great general I men¬ 

tioned before. 

Modefty forbids individuals to arro¬ 

gate to themfelves great fuccefies or 
O O 

vidlories, the glory of which is gene¬ 

rally engrofied by the commander, nay, 

which is rather awkward, by kings and 

queens, who never fmelt gun-powder 

but 



but at the field-days and reviews of their 
/ 

troops ; never faw a field of battle, or 

an enemy in battle array. 

Nor do Iclaim any particular fhafe 

of glory in the great engagements 

with the enemy. We all did our duty, 

which, in the patriot’s, foldier’s, and 

gentleman’s language, is a very com- 

prehenfive word, of great honour, 

meaning, and import, and of which 

the generality of idle quidnuncs and 

coftee-houfe politicians, can hardly 

form any but a very mean and con¬ 

temptible idea. However, having had 

the command of a body of hufiars, 

I went upon feveral expeditions, with 

f difcre- 



difcretionary powers; and the fuccefs 

I then met with is I think fairly, and 

only to be placed to my account, and 

to that of the brave fellows whom I 

led on to conquefl and to vidlory. We 

had very hot work once in -the van of 

the army, when we drove the Turks 

into Oczakow. My fpirited Lithu¬ 

anian had almoft brought me into a 

fcrape: I had an advanced fore-poit, 

and faw the enemy coming againft me 

in a cloud of dull, which left me ra¬ 

ther uncertain about their adtual num¬ 

bers and real intentions : to wrap my- 

felf up in a limilar cloud was common 

prudence, but would not have much 
"x . • /'< 

advanced 



advanced my knowledge, or anfwered 

the end for which I had been fent out; 

therefore I let my flankers on both 

wings ip read to the right and left, and 

make what duft they could, and I my- 

fdf led on ilraight upon the enemy, to 

have a nearer fight of them -9 in this I 

was gratified, for they flood and 

fought, till, for fear of my flankers, 

they began to move off rather difor- 

derly. This was the moment to fall 

upon them with fpirit—We broke them 

entirely, made a terrible havock 

amongft them—and drove them not 

only back to a wailed town in their 

~ F z rear, 



rear, but even through it, contrary to. 

our moll fanguine expe&ation. 
« 

The fwiftnefs of my Lithuanian 

enabled me to be foremoft in the pur« 

fuit > and feeing the enemy fairly flying 

through the oppofite gate, I thought it 

would be prudent to flop in the mar¬ 

ket-place, to order the men to rendez¬ 

vous. I flopped, gentlemen; but judge 

of my aftonifliment, when in this mar-* 

ket-place I faw not one of my huf- 

fars about me ! Are they fcouring the 

other ftreets ? or what is become of 

them ? They could not be far off, and 

muft, at all events,, foon join me, In, 
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that expectation I walked my panting 

Lithuanian to a fpring in this mar¬ 

ket-place, and let him drink. He 

drank uncommonly—with an eagernefs 

not to befatisfied, but natural enough, 

for when I looked round for my men, 

what fhould I fee, gentlemen ? the 

hind part of the poor creature croup 

and legs were miffing, as if he had 

been cut in two, and the water ran out 

as it came in, without refrefhing or do- 

ing him any good ! How it could have 

happened, was quite a myftery to. me, 

till I returned with him to the town- 

gate. There I faw, that when 1 
* . . in? ' 

rufhed in pell-mell with the. flying 
J “ A . O 1 

F 3 enemy% 
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enemy, they had dropped the port-cui- 

lis*, nnperceived by me, which had to¬ 

tally cut offhis hind partf, that ftill lay 

quivering on the outfide of the gate. 

It would have been an* irreparable lofsy 

had not our farrier contrived to bring 

both parts together while hot. He 

fewed them up with fprigs and young 

ihoots of laurels that were at hand—; 

the wound healed $ and* what could 

not have happened but to fo glorious 

an horfe, the fprigs took root in his 

body, grew up, and formed a bower 

over me; fo that afterwards I could 

* An heavy fallng door, with fharp fpikes at the 

bottom, let down fuddenly, to prevent the entrance 

tf an enemy into a fortified town. 

■f See the plate. 

g° 
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go upon many other expeditions in 

the fhade of my own and my horfe’s 

laurels. 



/ 
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CHAP VI. 

The Baron is made a prifoner of war, 

and fold for a fave—Keeps the Sul¬ 

tan's bees, which are attacked by two 

bears—Lofes one of his bees > a filver 

hatchet, which he throws at the beesy 

rebounds and flies up to the moon; 

brings it back by an ingenious invention \ 

falls to the earth on his return, and 

helps himfelf out of a pit—Extricates 
» 

himfelf from a carriage which meets 

his in a narrow road, in a manner never 

before attempted, nor prahlifed fince. 

The wonderful ejfehl of the froft upon 

his fervant's French horn. 

I WAS not always fuccefsfui. I 

had the misfortune to be overpowered 

by 
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by numbers, to be made prifoner of 

war; and, what is worfe, but always 

ufual among the Turks*, to be fold 

for a Have. In that ftate of humilia- 
» 

tion, my daily tafk was not very hard 

and laborious, but rather Angular and 

irkfome. It was to drive the Sultan’s 
\ 

# , 

bees every morning to their pafttire- 

grounds, to attend them all the day 

long, and againfl: night to drive them 
• f 

back to their hives. One evening I 

miffed a bee, and £oon obferved that 

two bears had fallen upon her, to tear 

her to pieces for the honey fhe car- 

'* The Baron was afterwards in great favour 

with the Grand Signior, as will appear hereafter. 

ried*. 
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ned ^.. I had nothing like an otten~ 

five weapon in my hands but the fi 1- 

ver hatchet, which is the badge of the 

Sultan’s gardeners and farmers. I 
* * > 

threw it at the robbers, with an inten- ' 

tion to frighten them away, and fet the 

poor bee at liberty ^ but, by an un¬ 

lucky turn of my arm, it flew up¬ 

wards, and continued rifing till it 

reached the moon. How fhould I 

recover it ? how fetch it down again ? 

I recollected that Turkey-beans grow 

very quick, and run up to an aftonifh- 

ing height. I planted one immediate¬ 

ly ; it grew, and adually fattened it- 
„ * 

See the plate.. 
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felf to one of the moon’s horns. I had 

no more to do now but to climb up by 

it into the moon, where I fafely arrived, 

and had a troublefome piece of bufi- 

nefs before I could find my filver 

hatchet, in a place where every thing 

has the brightnefs of filver; at laft, 

however, I found it in a heap of chaff 
_ .. / . ■ 

and chopped ftraw. I was now for 

returning : but, alas ! the heat of the 

fun had dried up my bean ; it was to¬ 

tally ufelefs for my defcent: fo I fell 

to work, and twilled me a rope of that 

chopped ft raw, as long and as well as 

I could make it. This I faftened to 
\ 

one of the moon’s horns, and Aid 

down 



down to the end of it. Here I held 

myfelf fall wrh the left hand ; and, 

with the hatchet in my right, I cut 

the long, now ufeleis end of the uppet 

part, which, when tied to the lower 

end, brought me a good deal lower i 

this repeated fplicing and tying of the 

rope, did not improve its quality, or 
1V 

by the weight of my body falling from 

'* See the plate. 
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•fo great a height : I recovered, but 

knew not how to get out again ; how- 

ever, I dug Hopes or Heps with my 

nails (the Baron’s nails were then of I 

forty years growth), and eafily accom- 

plilhed it. 

Peace was foon after concluded with 

the Turks ; and gaining my liberty, I 

left St. Peterfburgh at the time of that 

fingular revolution, when the emperor 

in his cradle, his mother, the duke of 

Brunfwick, her father, field-marfhal 

Munich, and many others were fentto 

Siberia. The winter was then fo un¬ 

commonly fevere all over Europe, that 

ever Hnce the fun feems to be froft- 

G bitten. 
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bitten. At my return to this place, I 

felt on the road greater inconveniences 

than thofe I had experienced on my fet- 

ting out. 

I travelled poll, and finding myfelf 

in a narrow lane, bid the poftillion 

give a fignal with his horn, that other 

travellers might not meet us in the 

narrow pafTage. He blew with all his 

might; but his endeavours were in 

vain, he could not make the horn 

found j which was unaccountable, and 
\ 

rather unfortunate, for foon after we 

found ourfelves in the prefence of an¬ 

other coach coming the other way: 

there was no proceeding j however, I 

got 







( 8; ) 
got out of my carriage, and being 

pretty ftrong, placed it wheels and 

all upon my head : I then jumped 

over a hedge about nine feet high * 
■ V-* 

(which, confidering the weight of the 

coach, was rather difficult) into a field, 

and came out again by another jump 

ihto the road beyond the other car¬ 

riage : I then went back for the horfes, 

and placing one upon my head, and 
\ N 

the other under my left arm, by the 

fame means brought them to my 
i 

coach -f, put to, and proceeded to an 

inn at the end of our ilage. I ffiould 

have told you, that the horfe under 
\ * V 

% 

:V See the plate. + See the plate. 
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my arm was very fpirited, and not 

above tour years old in making my 

lecond fpring over the hedge, he ex- 

preiled great dillike to that violent 

kind of motion, by kicking and fnort- 

ing •, however, I confined his hind¬ 

legs, by putting them into my coat- 

pocket. After we arrived at the inn, 

my poflillion and I refrelhed ourfelves: 

he hung his horn on a peg near the 
< ‘ 

kitchen fire ^ I fat on the other fide. 
I 

Suddenly we heard a *£'ereng! ter eng / 

teng! teng! We looked round, and 

now found the reafon why the poflik 
\ * 

lion had not been able to found his 

horn; his tunes were frozen up in 

the 
.( S* !«, MHJ ‘Bt; W 

. 

* 

L 
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the horn, and came out now by thaw¬ 

ing, plain enough, and much to the 

credit of the driver ; fo that the hon^ft 

fellow entertained us for fome time 

with a variety of tunes, without put¬ 

ting h’s mouth to the horn—T h King 
w 

of Pruffia’s march—Over the hill and 

over the dale—with many other fa¬ 

vourite tunes: at length the thaw- 

in*? entertainment concluded, as I 
O 

fhall this fhort account of my Ruffian 

travels.' 

Some travellers are apt to advance more 

than is perhaps ftricily true \ if any of the 

company entertain a doubt of my veracity, 

I fhall only fay to fuch, I pity their want 

G 3 of 



leave before I begin the fecond fart of 

my adventures, which are as ftrifily 

founded in faff as thofe I have already 

related, 

Gulliver 



Gulliver Revived, 

PART II. 

CHAP. VII. 

The Baron relates his adventures on a 

voyage to North America, which are 

v well worth the reader's attention.— 

Pranks of a whale,—A fea-gull faves 

a failor's life. — The Baron's head 

forced into his Jlomach.—A dangerous 

leak flopped a pofteriori. 

I Embarked at Portfmouth in a firft- 

rate Englifh man of war, of one hun¬ 

dred guns, and fourteen hundred men, 

for 



for North America. Nothing worth 

relating happened till we arrived within 
i 

three hundred leagues of the river 
i 

Saint Laurence, when the fhip ftruck 

with amazing force againft (as we fup- 

pofed) a rock •, however, upon heav¬ 

ing the lead, we could find no bottom, 

even with three hundred fathom. 

What made this circumftance the more 

wonderful, and indeed beyond all com- 

prehenfion, was, that the violence of 

the fhock was fuch that we loft our 

rudder, broke our bowfprit in the 

middle, and fplit all our mafts from 

top to bottom, two of which went by 

the board : a poor fellow, who was 

6 aloft, 
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aloft, furling the main - fheet, was 

%mg at lead three leagues from the 

fhip j but he fortunately faved his life, 

by laying hold of the tail of a large 

fea-gull, who brought him back, and 

lodged him on the very fpbt from 

whence he was thrown*. Another 

proof of the violence of the fhock 

was the force with which the people 

between decks were driven againft the 

floors above them : my head particu¬ 

larly was prefTed into my ftomach, 

where it continued fome months be¬ 

fore it recovered its natural fituation, 

Whild we were all in a date of ado- 

* See the plate. 

nifhment 

i 
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nifhmcnt at the general and unaccount¬ 

able confufion in which we were in¬ 

volved, the whole was fuddenly ex¬ 

plained, by the appearance of a 

large whale, who had been balking 

alleep, within fixteen feet of the fur- 

face of the water. This animal was fo 

much difpleafed with the difturbance 

which our (hip had given him (for, 

in our paflage, we had with our rud¬ 

der fcratched his nofe) that he beat in 

all the gallery and part of the quarter¬ 

deck with his tail, and almoft at the 

fame inftant took the main-fheet an¬ 

chor, which was fufpended, as it ufu- 

ally is, from the head, between his 

teeth, 
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teeth, and ran away with the ffiip, at 

leaft fixty leagues, at the rate of 

twelve leagues an hour when fortu¬ 

nately the cable broke, and we loft 

both the whale and the anchor. How¬ 

ever, upon our return to Europe feme 

months after, we found the fame 

whale, within a few leagues of the 

fame fpot, floating dead upon the wa¬ 

ter ; it meafured above half a mile in 

length. As we could take but a fmall 

quantity of fuch a monftrous animal 

on board, we got our boats out, and 

with much difficulty cut off his 

head, where, to our great joy, we 

* See the plate, 

found 
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found the anchor, and above forty 

fathom of the cable concealed on the 

left fide of his mouth, juft under his 

tongue*. This was the only extraor¬ 

dinary circumftance that happened on 

this voyage. One part of our diftrefs 

however I had like to have forgot: 

while the whale was running away 
' \ 

with the (hip, Ihe fprung a leak, and 

the water poured in fo faft, that all 

our pumps could not keep us from 

finking: it was however, my good 

fortune to difcover it firft. I found it a 

large hole about a foot diameter; you 

* 

* Perhaps this was the caufe of his death, as 

that fide of his tongue was much fwellcd, with a 

great degree of inflammation. .^ 

- 
~

 



will naturally fuppofe this circumftance 

gives me infinite pleafure, when I in¬ 

form you, that this noble vefifel was 
* 

p refer ved, with all its crew, by a mofir 

fortunate thought! In Ihorr, I com- 
/ 

pletely filled it with my —with- 
✓ 

out taking off my fmall-dothes, and 

could have difpenfed with it had it 

been larger j nor will you be furprifed 

when I inform you, Lam defended 

from Dutch * parents. 

My fit nation, wiiile I fat there, was 

rather cool, but the carpenter’s art ibon 

relieved me. 
« 

* The Baron’s anceftors have put lately fettled 

there : in another part of his adventures, he bo ills of 

royal blood. 

H c h A P. 
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Bathes in the Mediterranean—Meets an 

unexpected companion—Arrives unin¬ 

tentionally in the regions of heat and 

darknefs, from which he is extricated 
\ 

by dancing an hornpipe-—Frightens his 

deliverers, and returns onjhofe. 

I Was once in great danger of b^mg 

loft in a moft fmgular manner in the 

Mediterranean : I was bathing m that 

pleafant fea near Marfeilles, one fum- 

mer’s afternoon, when I difcovered a 

very large fifh, with his jaws quite ex- 

ended, 
7 
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tended, approaching me with the 

greateft velocity ; there was no time to 

be loft, nor could I poffibly avoid 

him. I immediately reduced myfelf to 

as fmall a fize as poflible, by doling 

my feet and placing my hands alio near 

my Tides, in which pofition I pafted 
\ 

dire&ly between his jaws, and into 

his ftomach, where I remained feme 

time in total darknefs, and comfort* 

ably warm, as you may imagine * at 

laft it occurred to me, that by giving 

him pain, he would be glad to get 

rid of me : as I had plenty of room, 

I played my pranks, fuch as tumbling, 

hop, ftep, and jump, &c. but nothing 

H 2 feemed 
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feemed to difturb him fo much as the 

quick motion of my feet in attempt¬ 

ing to dance a hornpipe ; foon after I 

began, he put me out, by fudden fits 

and (tarts: I perfevered j at laft he 

roared horridly, and {food up almofl 

perpendicular in the water, with his head 

and fhoulders expofed, by which he 

was difeovered by the people on board 

an Italian trader, then failing by, who 

harpooned him in a few minutes. As 

foon as he was brought on board, 1 

heard the crew consulting how they 

fhould cut him up, fo as to preferve 
t 

the greateff quantity of oil. As I un- 

derifood Italian, I was in mod dread¬ 

ful 



n
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r 



\; ; : t 

I 



( XOI ) 

fill apprehenfions left their weapons 

employed in this bufinefs Ihould de- 

ftroy me alfo; therefore I ftood as 

near the centre as poffible, for there 

was room enough for a dozen men in 

this creature’s ftomach, and I natu¬ 

rally imagined they would begin with 

the extremities: however, my ferns 

were foon difperfed, for tney began 

by opening the bottom of tne belly. 

As foon as I perceived a glimmering of 

light, I called out luftily, to be releafed 

from a fituation in which I was now 

aVmoft Suffocated: It is impoffible for 

me to do juftice to the degree and 

kind of aftonilhment which fat upon 

H 3 every 
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every countenance at hearing a human 

voice iffue from a filh, but more fo at 

feeing a naked man walk upright out 

or his body *: in Ihort, gentlemen, I 

told them the whole ftory, as I have 

aone you, whilft amazement ftruck 

them dumb. 
* 

Alter taking fome refrefhment, and 

jumping into the fea to cleanfe myfelf, 

1 iwarn to rny clothes, which lay 

wnere I had left them on the fhore. 

As near as I can calculate, I was near 

lour horns and a half confined in the 

itomach of this animal. 

See the plate. 

c h a p, 
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CHAP. JX. 

Adventures in Turkey, and upon the river 

Nile Sees a balloon over Conjlanti- 

*°pl*\ fioots at, and brings it down : 

finds a French experimental philofopher 

fujp ended from it .——Goes on an embafjy 

to Grand Cairo, and returns upon the 

Nile, where he is thrown into an un¬ 

expected Situation, and detained fix 
s' 

weeks. 

"W^HEN I was in the iervice of 

the Turks, I frequently amufed my- 

felf in a pleafure-barge on the Mar¬ 

mora, which commands a view of 

the 

m 
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j 

the whole city of Conftantinople, in¬ 

cluding the Grand Seignior’s Seraglio. 

One morning, as I was admiring the 
\ . 

beauty and ferenity of the fky, I ob- 

ferved a globular fubdance in the air, 

which appeared to be about the fize 

of a twelve-inch globe, with fomething 

fufpended from it. I immediately took 

up my larged and longed bai rel fowl- 

ing piece, which I never travel or make 

even an excurfion without, if I can 

help it: I charged it with ball, and 

fired at the globe •, but to no purpofe, 

the objeft being at too great a didance. 

I then put in a double quantity of 

powder, and five or fix balls : this 

fecond 
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fccond attempt fucceeded ^ all the 

balls took effedt, and tore one fide 

open, and brought it down. Judge 

my furprife, when a moft elegant gilt 

car, with a man in it, and part of a 

Iheep which feemed to have been 

roafted, fell within two yards of me : 

when my aftoniihment had in fome de¬ 

gree fubfided, I ordered my people to 

row clofe to this ftrange aerial tra¬ 

veller. 

1 took him on board my barge (he 

was a native of France): he was much 

indifpofed from his fudden fall into the 

lea, and incapable of fpeaking; after 

fome time, however, he recovered, 

and 
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and gave the following account of 

himfelf, viz. About feyen or 

“ eight days fince, I cannot tell which, 

u for I have loft my reckoning, hav- 

4C ing been moft of the time where 

“ the fun never fets, I afcended from 

“ the Land’s-end in Cornwall, in the 

** ifland of Great Britain, in the 

16 car from which I have been juft 

“ taken, fufpended from a very large 

u balloon, and took a Iheep with me, to 

“ try atmofpheric experiments upon: 

“ unfortunately, the wind changed 

4C within ten minutes after my afcent; 

and, inftead or driving towards 

Exeter, where I intended to land, I 
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w was driven towards the iea, over 

“ which I fuppofe I have continued 

“ ever fince, but much too high to 

ec make obfervations. 

“ The calls of hunger were fo 

“ preffing, that the intended experi- 

“ ments upon heat and refpiration 

u gave way to them. I was obliged, 

“ on the third day, to kill the fheep for 

“ food ; and being at that time infi- 

nitely above the moon, and for up- 
T 

“ wards of fixteen hours after fo very 

“ near the fun that it fcorched my 
V * , 

“ eye-brows, I placed the carcafs, 

u taking care to Ikin it firft, in that 

“ part of the car where the fun had 

“ fufficient 
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cc fufficient power, or, in other words, 

u where the balloon did not {hade it 

“ from the fun, by which method 
% 

« it was well roafted in about two 

<c hours. This has been my food 

« ever fince.” Here he paufed, and 

feemed loll in viewing the objedts 

about him. When I told him the 

buildings before us were the Grand 

Seignior’s Seraglio at Conflantinople, 

he feemed exceedingly affedted, as he 

had fuppofed himfeif in a very dif¬ 

ferent fituation. “ The caufe,” added 

he, “ of my long flight, was owing 

44 to the failure of a firing which was 

14 fixed to a valve in the balloon, in- 

cc tended 



44 tended to let out the inflammable 

44 air; and if it had not been fired 

44 at, and rent in the manner before 

44 mentioned, I might, like Mahomet, 

44 have been fufpended between hea- 
X \ 

44 ven and earth till doomsday.5’ 

The Grand Seignior, to whom I was 

introduced by the Imperial, Ruffian, 

and French ambaffadors, employed 

me to negotiate a matter of great im¬ 

portance at Grand Cairo, and which 

was of fuch a nature that it muft ever 

remain a fecret. 
* 

I went there in great date by land ; 

where having completed the bufinefs, I 

difmififed aimed all my attendants, and 

I returned 
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Returned like a private gentleman : the 

weather was delightful, and that fa¬ 

mous river the Nile was beautiful be¬ 

yond all defeription; in fhort, I was 

tempted to hire a barge, to defeend by 

water to Alexandria. On the third 

day of my voyage the river began to 

rife mofh amazingly (you have all 

heard, I prefume, of the annual over¬ 

flowing of the Nile), and on the next 

day it fpread the whole country for 

many leagues on each fide ! On the 

fifth, at fun-rife, my barge became en¬ 

tangled with what I at firft took for 

fhrubs ; but as the light became 

flronger, I found myfelf furrounded 

3 by 
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‘by almonds, which were perfectly ripe, 

and in the higheft perfection *. Upon 
1 ^ ' / 

* \ / 

plumbing with a line, my people found 

we were at leafl fixty feet from the 

ground, and unable to advance or re¬ 

treat. At about eight or nine o’clock, 

as near as I could judge by the altitude 

of the fun, the wind rofe fuddenly, 

and canted our barge on one fide : 

here (he tilled, and I faw no more of 

her for fome time. Fortunately we all 

laved our (elves (fix men and two 

boys) by clinging to the tree, the 

boughs of which were equal to our 

weight, though not to that of the 

'■* Sec the plate. 

I z barge: 
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barge : in this fituation we continued 

fix weeks and three days, living upon 

the almonds ; I need not inform you 

we had plenty of water. On the forty- 

feccnd day of our difrrcfs, the water 

fell as rapidiy as it had rifen, and on 

the forty-fixth we were able to venture 

down upon terra firma. Cur barge 

was the firft pleafing objedt we faw, 

about two hundred yards from the 
/ 

fpot where fne funk. After drying 

every thing that was ufeful by the 

heat of the fun, and loading ourfelves 

with neceffaries from the {lores on 

board, we fet out to recover our loft 

ground ; and found, by the nearefl cal¬ 

culation, 
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culation, we had been carried over gar¬ 

den-wails, and variety of inclofures, 

above 150 miles. In four days, after a 

very tirefome journey on foot, with thin 

fhoes, we reached the river, which was 

now confined to its banks, related our 

adventures to a Bey, who kindly ac- 
* 

commodated all our wants, and fent 

us forward in a barge of his own. In 

fix days more we arrived at Alexandria, 

where we took {hipping for Conflan- 

tinople. I was received kindly by 

the Grand Seignior, had the honour 

of feeing the feraglio, to which his 

highnefs introduced mej himfelf, and 

I 3 prefen ted 
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prefented me with as many ladies, his 

wives not excepted, as I thought pro¬ 

per to feledt for n y own amufement, 

and that of my friends alio. 

% 

CHAP. 

. 
- ' 
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CHAP. X. 

Pays a vifit during the fiege of Gibraltar 

to his old friend General Elliot.—Sinks 

a Spanifh man of war.—Wales an eld 

woman on the African coaft.—Beftroys 

all the enemy s cannon \ frightens the 

Count dlArtois, and fends him to 

Paris.—Saves the lives of two Englifj 

fpies with the identical fling that killed 

Goliath \ and raifes the fiege. 

D URING the late siege of Gib- 

raltar, I went with a provifion- 

fket under Lord Rodney’s command 

to fee my old friend General Elliot, 

vdio * 
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who has, by his diftinguilhed defence 

of that place, acquired laurels that can 

never fade. After the ufual joy which 

generally attends the meeting of old 

friends had fubfided, I went to exa¬ 

mine the flate of the garrifon, and 

view the operations of the enemy, for 

which purpofe the General accompa- 
* \ 

nied me. I had brought a moll ex¬ 

cellent refradling telefcope with me 

from London, purchafed of Dollond, 

by the help of which I found the 

enemy were going todifcharge a thirty- 

fix pounder at the fpot where we flood. 

I told the General what they were 

about; he looked through the glafs 

alfo. 



alio, and found my conjectures right. 

I immediately, by his permifilon, or¬ 

dered a forty-eight pounder to be 

brought from a neighbouring battery, 
t 

which I placed with fo much exactnefs 

(having long ftudied the art of gun- 
• < 

nery) that I was lure of my mark. 

I continued watching the enemy till 

I law the match placed at the touch- 

hole of their piece ^ at that very in- 
«► 

itant I gave the fignal for our gun to 

be fired alfo. About midway between 

the two pieces of cannon, the balls 

ft ruck each other with amazing force, 

and tlie effect was afioni filing ! The 

enemy’s bail recoiled back with flick 

violence 



violence as to kill the man who had 

difcharged it, by carrying his head 

fairly off, with fixteen others, which 

it met with in its progrefs to the Bar- 

bar y coast 5 where its force, after 

paffing through three malts of veffels 

that then lay in a line behind each 

other in the harbour, was fo much 

fpent, that it only broke its way 

through the roof of a poor labourer's 

hut, about two hundred yards inland, 

and deftroyed the few teeth an old wo¬ 

man had left, who lay afleep upon her 

back with her mouth open. The ball 
i 

lodged in her throat. Her hufband foon 

after came home, and endeavoured to 

ex trad 



extrad it; but finding that impracti¬ 

cable, by the afiiflance of* a rammer he 

forced it into her ftomach, from 
\ 

whence it was difeharged downwards 

in a natural way. Our ball did excel¬ 

lent fervice ; for it not only repelled 

the other in the manner juft deferibed • 

but proceeding as I intended it foould, 

it dii'mounted the very piece of can¬ 

non that had been juft employed' 

againft us, and forced it into the 

hold of the lhip, where it fell with fo 

much force as to break its way 

through the bottom. The fnip im¬ 

mediately filled and funk, with above 

a thoufand Spaniih failors on board, 

befides 
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befides a confiderable number of iol- 

diers. This, to be fure, was a moft 
I 

extraordinary exploit: I will not, how-, 

ever, take the whole merit to myfelfj 

my judgment was the principal en- 

qine but chance a (lifted me a little j 

for I afterwards found, that the man 

who charged our forty-eight pounder 

put in, by miftake, a double quan¬ 

tity of powder, elfe we could never 

have fucceeded fo much beyond all ex¬ 

pedition, efpecially in repelling the 

enemy’s ball. 

General Elliot would have given me 

a com million for this fingular piece of 

fervice j but I declined eveiy thing, 

except 
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except ms thanks, which I received at 

a crowded table of officers at fupper 

on the evening of that very day. 

As I am very partial to the Endiffiu 

who are beyond all doubt a brave 

people, I determined not to take my 

leave of the garnfon till I had render¬ 

ed them another piece of fervice, and 

in about three weeks an opportunity 

prefented itfelf. I dreffied myfelf in 

the habit of a Popijh Priefi, and at 

about one o clock in the morning 

Hole out of the garrifon, patted the 

enemy’s lines, and arrived in the mid¬ 

dle of their camp, where I entered the 

tent in which the Prince d’Artois was, 

K with 
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with the commander in chief, and fc- 

veral other officers, in deep council, 

concerting a plan to ftorm the garri- 

fon next morning. My difguife was 

my protediion •, they fuffered me to 

continue there, hearing every thing 

that pahed, till they went to their fe¬ 

deral beds. When I found the whole 

camp, and even the fentinels, were 

wrapped up in the arms of Morpheus, 

I began my work, which was that of 

difmounting all their cannon (above 

three hundred pieces) from forty eight 

to twenty-four pounders, and throwing 

them three leagues into the fea. Hav¬ 

ing no affiftance, I found this the 

hardeft 
* 
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hardefl talk I ever undertook, except 

fwimming to the oppoflte fhore with, 

the famous Turkifh piece of ordnance^ 

defer!bed by Baron de Tott in his 

Memoirs, which I fhall hereafter men¬ 

tion. I then piled all the carriages 

together in the centre of the camp, 

which, to prevent the noife of the 

wheels being heard, I carried in pairs* 

under my arms : and a noble appear¬ 

ance they made, as high at lead as 

the rock of Gibraltar. I then lighted 

a match, by ftriking a flint (tone* 

fltuated twenty feet from the ground 

(in an old wall, built by the Moors, 

when they invaded Spain), with the 

*> K 2 breech 
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breech of an iron eight-and-forty- 

pounder, and fo fet fire to the whole- 
( * 

pile. I forgot to inform you, that I 

threw all their ammunition waorp-ons- 

upon the top. 

Before I applied the lighted match, 

I had laid the combuiilibles at the bot- 

tom, fo judicioufly, that the whole 

was in a blaze in a moment. To pre- 
* '4*9 

vent fufpicion, I was one of the firft to 

exprefs my furprife. The whole camp 

was, as you may imagine, petrified 

with aftonifhmeat; the general conclu- 

fion was, that their fentinels had been 

bribed, and that feven or eight regi¬ 

ments of the garrifon had been em¬ 

ployed 
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ployed in this horrid deftrudion of 

their artillery. Mr. Drinkwater, in 

his account of this famous fiege, men¬ 

tions the enemy fuflaming a great 

lofs by a fire which happened in their 

camp, but never knew the caufe : how 

fliould he ? as I never divulged it be¬ 

fore (though I alone faved Gibraltar 

by this night’s bufinefs), not even to 

General- Elliott. The Count d’Artois 

and all his attendants ran away in 

their fright, and never flopped on the 

road till they reached Paris, which they 

did in about a fortnight: this dread¬ 

ful conflagration had fuch an effed 

upon them, that they were incapable 

K t of 
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of taking the leait refrefhment for 

three months after, but, cameleondike, 

lived upon the air, 

i 

If any gentleman will fay he doubts- 

the truth of this ftory, I will fine him 

a. gallon of brandy, and make him drink 

it, at one draught. 

About two months after I had donev 

ihe hefieged this fervice, one morning, 

as I fat at breakfaft with General 

Elliott, a fhell (for I had not time to 

deftroy their mortars, as well as their 

cannon) entered the apartment we 

were fitting in $ it lodged upon our 

table^ 
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table. The general, as moil men would’ 

do, quitted the room dire&ly; but I 

took it up before it burft, and car¬ 

ried it to the top of the rock* when 

looking over the enemy’s camp, on 

an eminence near the fea-coaft, I ob- 

ferved a confiderable number of peo¬ 

ple, but could not, with my naked" 

eye, difcover how they were employ¬ 

ed. I had recourfe again to my te- 

lefcope, when I found that two of our 

officers, one a general, the other a co¬ 

lonel, with whom I had fpent the pre¬ 

ceding evening, and who went out into 

the enemy’s camp about midnight as 

fpies, were taken} and then were adtially 

going 
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coins to;be executed on a gibbet. I found 
C5 O 

the diflance too great to throw the fhell 

with my hand ; but moil fortunately 

recoiled:ing that I had the very fling 

in my pocket which affiled David in 
* 

flaying Goliath, I placed the fhell in it, 

and immediately threw it in the midfl 

of them: it burfl as it fell, and de- 

flroyed all prefent, except the two 

culprits, who were faved by being 

fufbended fo high, for they were juft 

turned off: however, one of the pieces 

of the fhell flew with fuch force againfl 

the foot of the gibbet, that it imme¬ 

diately brought it down. Our two • 

friends no fooner felt terra firma, than 

they 
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they looked about for the caufe; and 

finding their guards, executioner and 

all, had taken it in their heads to die 

firft, they diredtly extricated each other 

from their difgraceful cords ^ and then 

ran down to the fea-fhore, feized a 

Spanifh boat with two men in it, and 

made them row to one of our fhips* 

which they did with great fafety j and 

in a few minutes after, when I was 

relating to General Elliott how I had 

adted, they both took us by the hand, 

and, after mutual congratulations, we 

retired to fpend the day with feftivity. 

CHAFc, 
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C H A P. XI. 

An interefting account of the Baron's an- 

c eft ors.—A quarrel relative to the fpot 

where Noah built his ark. — The 

hiftory of the flings and its proper^ 

ties.—A favourite poet introduced 

upon no very reputable occafion,—* 
Queen Elizabeth's abftinence. — The 

« 

Baron's father crojfes from England to 

Holland, upon a marine horfe■, which 

he fells for feven hundred ducats. 
. 

^ OU wifh (I can fee by your coun¬ 

tenances) I would inform you how I 

became pofieiTed of fuch a treafure as 

- 

the 
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the fling juft mentioned (Here fads 

mu ft be held fa-cred). Thus then it 

was: I am a defcendant of the wife of 

Uriah, whom we all know David was 

intimate with ; fhe had feveral children 

by his majefty: they quarrelled once 

upon a matter of the firft confe- 

-quenc-e, viz. the fpot where Noah’s 

ark was built, and where itrefted after 

the flood. A feparation confequently 

enfued. She had often heard him fpeak 

of this fling, as his moft valuable 

treafure : this fhe ftole the night they 

parted ; it was milled before fhe got 

out of his dominions, and Ihe was 

purfued by no lefs than fix of the 

king’s 

/ 
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king’s body-guards: however, by ufing 

it herfelf, fhe hit the fir ft of them 

(for one was more adtive in the pur¬ 

suit than the reft) where David did 

Goliath, and killed him on the fpot. 

FI is companions were fo alarmed at his 

fall, that they retired, and left Uriah’s 

wife to purfue her journey. She took 
S’ 

with her, I ftiould have informed you 

before, her favourite fon by this con¬ 

nexion, to whom flie bequeathed the 

{ling • and thus it has, without inter¬ 

ruption, defcended from father to fon till 

it came into my poftelTion. One of its 

pofteflbrs, my great great great grand, 

father, who lived about two hundred 

and 



and fifty years ago,, was upon a vifit 

to England, and became Ultimate with 

a poet, who was a great deer-dealer; 

I think his name was Shakefpeare: 

he frequently borrowed this fling, and 

with it killed fo much of Sir Tho¬ 

mas Lucy’s venifon, that he narrowly 

efcaped the fate of my two friends at 

Gibraltar. Poor Shakefpeare was in> 

prifoned, and my anceflor obtained 

his freedom in a very lingular man¬ 

ner. Queen Elizabeth was then on 

the throne, but grown fo indolent, 

that every trifling matter was become 

a trouble to her ^ d re fling, undrefiing, 

eating, drinking, and fome other of- 
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fices, which Hi all be namelefs, made 

life a burthen to her : all thefe things 

he enabled her to do without, or by a 
■ 

deputy ! and what do you think was 

the only return Ihe could prevail upon 

him to accept for fnch eminent fer- 

vices?—Setting Shakefpeare at liberty. 

Such was his affe&ion for that famous 

■writer, that he would have ihortened 

his own days to add to the number of 

his friends. 
I 

I do not hear that any of the 

queen’s fubjefts, particularly the beef¬ 

eaters,, as they are vulgarly called to 

this day, however they might be 

ftruck with the novelty at the time, 

much 

y 
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much approved of her living totally 

without food. She did not furvive 

the practice herfelf above feven years 

and a half. 

My father, who was the immediate 

pofiefibr of this fling before me, told- 

me the following anecdote : 

He was walking by the fea-fhorc 

at Harwich, with this fling in his 

pocket i before his paces had covered 

a mile, he was attacked by a fierce ani¬ 

mal, called a fea-horfe, open mouthed, 

who ran at him with great fury j he 

hefitated a moment, then took out his 
y i 

fling, retreated back about a hundred 

yards, Hooped for a couple of pebbles, 

.* L z. o£ 
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] 

i 

of which there were plenty under his 

feet, and flung them both fo dexte- 

roufly at the animal, that each flone 

put out an eye, and lodged in the ca¬ 

vities which their removal had occa- 

fioned. He now got upon his back* 

and drove him into the fea ^ for the 

moment he lofl: his fight he loft alfo 

his ferocity, and became as tame as 

poflible: the fling was placed as a 
- 

bridle in his mouth he was guided 

with the greateft facility acrofs the 

ocean, and in lefs than three hours 

they both arrived on the oppofite 

fliore, which is about thirty leagues. 

The mafter of the Three Cups, at 

Helvoet- 
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Helvoetfluys, in Holland, purchafed 

this marine horfe to make an exhibi¬ 

tion of, for feven hundred ducats, ^ 

which was upwards of three hundred 

pounds; and the next day my father 

paid his paifage back in the packet to 

Harwich. 

OCj* My father made feveral curious ob¬ 

servations in this faff age ^ which I will 

relate hereafter. 

L % CHAP; 



CHAP. XII. 

The frolic; its confequences.— 

' 

eajlle.—St. Paul's.—College of phy- 

ftcianSy undertakers, fextons, &c. al- 

moft ruined.—Indufiry of the apothe¬ 

caries. 

The Frolic, 

T HIS famous fling makes the pof- 

feffor equal to any talk he is defirous 

of performing. 

I made a balloon of fuch exten- 

five dimenfions. that an account of 

the 
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the filk it contained would exceed 

all credibility -9 every mercer’s fhop 

and weaver’s flock in London, Weft- 

mi nfler, and Spital-helds, contributed 

to it: with this balloon and my fling 

I played many tricks, fuch as taking 

one houfe from its flation, and placing 

another in its Head, without difturb- 

ing the inhabitants, who were gene¬ 

rally afleep, or too much employed to 

obferve the peregrinations of their ha¬ 

bitations. When the fentinel at Wind- 
j 

for-caftle heard St. Paul’s clock ftrike 

thirteen, it was through my dexterity ; 

I brought the buildings nearly together 

that night, by placing the caflle in 

Saint 

-- 
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Saint George’s Fields, and carried it 

back again before day-light, without 

waking any of the inhabitants : not- 

withftanding thefe exploits, I ffiould 

have kept my balloon and its proper¬ 

ties a fecret, if Mongolfier had not 

made the art of flying fo public. 

On the 30th of September, when 

the College of Phy ficians choofe their 

annual officers, and dine fumptuoufly 

together, I filled my balloon, brought 

it over the dome of their building, 

clapped the fling round the golden ball 

at the top, fattening the other end of 

it to the balloon, and immediately af- 

cended with the whole College to an 

2 immenfe 
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immenfe height *, where I kept them 

upwards of three months. You will 

naturally enquire what they did for 

food fuch a length of time ? To this 

I anfwer, Had I kept them fufpended 

twice the time, they would have ex¬ 

perienced no inconvenience on that 

account, fo amply, or rather extrava¬ 

gantly, had they fpread their table for 

that day’s feafting. 

Though this was meant as an inno¬ 

cent frolic, it was productive of much 

mifchief to feveral refpe&able characters 

atnongft the clergy, undertakers,fextons, 

and 

* See the place. 
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and grave-diggers; they were, it muff: 

be acknowelde;ed, fufferers ; for it is a- 

well-known fa£t, that during the three 

months, the college was fufpended in 

the air, and therefore incapable of at¬ 

tending their patients, no deaths hap¬ 

pened, except a few who fell before 

the fey the of father Time, and fome 

melancholy objects who, perhaps to 

avoid fome trifling inconvenience Hercr 

laid the hands of violence upon them- 

felves, and plunged into mifery in¬ 

finitely greater than that which 

they hoped by fuch a rafh ffep to 

avoid, without a moment’s confidera- 

If 
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If the apothecaries had not been 

very a£tive during the above time, 

half the undertakers in all probability 

would have been bankrupts. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

A TRIP TO THE NORTH. 

<phe Baron fails with Captain Phipps 

—attacks two large hears, and has a 

very narrow efcape.—Gains the con¬ 

fidence of thefie animals, and then de- 

Jiroys thoufiands of them •, loads the 

fihip with their hams and Jkins ; makes 

prefients of the former, and obtains a 

general invitation to all city feafts 

A difpute between the Captain and the 

Baron, in which, from motives of po- 

litenefs, the Captain is fuffered to gain 

his point.—The Baron declines the ho¬ 

nour of a throne, and an emprefs into 

the bargain. 

We all remember Capt. Phipps’s 

(now Lord Mulgrave) laft voyage of 

difcovery 



dilcovery to the North. I accompa- 

fiied the captain, not as an officer, 

but a private friend. When we ar- 

nved in a high northern latitude, I 

was viewing the objects around me 
*•' ,* ' * ,r t 1 r f <r • ••» . 

with the telefcope, which I introduced 
* 'rr> *■ 1 . t 

j • * -f i . i. j 

to your notice in my Gibraltar adven¬ 

tures. I thought I faw two large 

white bears in violent'adtion upon a 

body of ice corifiderably above the 

mails, and about half a league dis¬ 

tance. I immediately took my car¬ 

bine, Hung it acrofs my ffioulder, and 

afcended the ice. When I arrived at 

the top, the unevennefs of the furface 

made my approach to thofe animals 

' M trouble- 
1 \ 
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troublefome and hazardous beyond ex- 

preflion : fometimes hideous cavities 

oppofed me, which I was obliged to 
.ji. 

fpring over ; in other parts the furface 
d ■ 

was as fmooth as a mirror, and I was 
d 

continually falling: as I approached 

near enough to reach them, I found 

they were only at play. I immediately 

began to calculate the value of their 

{kins, for they v/ere each as large as a 

well-fed ox : unfortunately, at the 

very inftant I was prefenting my car¬ 

bine, my right-foot flipped, 1 fell upon 

my back, and the violence of the 

blow deprived me totally of my fenfes 

for near half an hour; however, when 

6 I reco- 



I recovered, judge of my furprife at 

finding one of thofe large animals I 

have been juft defcribing, had turned 

me upon my fafe, and was juft laying 

hold of the waiftband of my breeches, 

which were then new, and made of 

leather : he was certainly going to 

carry me feet foremoft, God knows 

where, when I took this knife (flaw¬ 

ing a large clafp knife) out of my fide- 

pocket, made a chop at one of his 

hind feet, and cut off three of his toes; 

he immediately let me drop, and roared 

moft horridly. I took up my carbine, 

and fired at him as he ran off; he fell 

diredtly. The noife of the piece routed 

M 2 feveral 
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federal thoufands of thefe white bears, 

who were'afteep upon the ice within 

half a mile of me •, they came imme¬ 

diately to the fpot. There was no time 

to be loft. A moft fortunate thought 

arrived in my pericranium juft at that 

in ft ant. I took off the ftdn and head 

of the dead bear in half the time that 

fome people would be in fkinning a 

rabbit, and wrapped myfelf in it, 

placing my own head diredlly under 

Bruin’s; the whole herd came round 
* 

me immediately, and my apprehen- 

fions threw me in a moft piteous fitua- 

tion, to be fure: however, my fcheme 

turned out a moft admirable one for 

my 



C *49 ) 

»y own fafety. They all came 

fmelling, and evidently took me for 

a brother Bruin ; I wanted nothing 

but bulk to make an excellent coun¬ 

terfeit : however, I faw feveral cubs 

amongft them, not much lamer than 
O 

myfelf. After they had all fmelt me, 

and the body of their deceafed com¬ 

panion, whofe (kin was now become 

my protedlor, wefeemed very fociable, 

and I found I could mimic all their 

actions tolerably well ; but at growl¬ 

ing, roaring, or hugging, they were 

quite my mailers. I began now to 
i 

think how I might turn the general 

M 3 confidence 
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confidence which I had created a- 

inongfl thefe animals to my advantage. 

I had heard an old army furgeon 

fay, a wound in the fpine was indant 

death. I now determined to try the 

experiment, and had again recourfe 

to my knife, with which I duck the 

larged in the back of the neck, near 

the fhoulders, but under great appre- 
i 

henfions, not doubting but the crea- 

ture would, if he furvived the dab, 

tear me to pieces. However, I was 

remarkably fortunate; for he fell dead 

at my feet, without making the lead 

noife. I was now refolved to demo- 

lifh them every one in the fame man- 



ner, which I accomplifhed without 

the lead difficulty; for though they 

faw their companions fall, they had 

no fufpicion of either the caule or the 

effed. When they all lay dead be¬ 

fore me, I felt myfelf a fecond Samp- 

fon, having dain my thoufands. 

To makediortof the dory, I went 

back to the fhip, and borrowed three 

parts of the crew, to affidme in ikin- 
d ' * 

ning them, and carrying the hams on 

board, which we did in a few hours, 

and loaded the fhip with them. As 

to the other parts of the animals, they 

were thrown into the fea, though I 

doubt not but the whole would eat as 
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well as the legs, were they properly 

cured. 

As Toon as we returned, I fent 

fome of the hams, in the captain’s 

name, to the lords of the Admiralty, 

others to the lords of the Treafury, 

fome to the lord-mayor and corpo¬ 

ration of London, a few to each of 

the trading companies, and the re¬ 

mainder to my particular friends, from 

all of whom I received warm thanks; 

but from the city I was honoured with 

fubftantial notice, viz. an invitation to 

dine at Guildhall annually on Lord 

Mayor’s Day. 

The bear-fkins I lent to the Em- 

prefs 



prefs of Ruffia, to clothe her majefty 
; ■. r. ■ t 

and her court in the winter, for which 

file wrote me a letter of thanks with 

her own hand, and fent it by an am- 

baftador extraordinary, inviting me to 

Hi are the honours of her bed and 
. *t T't '* '* r r * ■ > - ■ v 

>• - * * c 

crown; but, as I never was ambitious 
.. . 

of royal dignity, I declined her ma- 

jefty’s favour in the politeft terms. 

The fame ambafTador had orders to 

wait and bring my anfwer to her ma¬ 

jefty perfonallyy upon which bufmefs 
* 

he was ahfent about three months : 

her majefty’s reply convinced me of 
* * / 

the ftrength of her affection, and the 

dignity of her mind; her late indif- 

pofition 
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pofition was entirely owing (as fhe, 

kind creature ! was pleafed to exprefs 

herfelf in a late converfation with 

the prince Dolgorouclci) to my cru¬ 

elty. What the fex fee in me I cannot 

conceive, but the Emprefs is not the 

only female fovereign who has offered 

me her hand. 
* 

Some people have very illiberally 

reported, that Captain Phipps did 

not proceed as far as he might 

have done upon that expedition. 

Here it becomes my duty to acquit 
t i. • * 

him ; our fhip was in very proper 

trim, till I loaded it with fuch an 

immenfe quantity of bear-ikins and 

hams, 



hams, after which it would have been 
ibp 1 - J t . I j' . . J 1:: ' v . 4 , 

madnefs to have attempted to proceed 
t v * ' * ' ' ' ‘ s-/ ** • \ * 

further, as we were now fcarcely able 

to combat a 'brilk gale, much lefs 

thofe mountains of ice which lay in 
10 .. ■ V ' i 1 < ‘ L.: ' .' v. ‘)il - r. 

the higher latitudes. 
V. 

The captain has fince often ex- 

preffed a diffatisfaddon that he had 

no fhare in the honours of that day, 

which he emphatically called the bear- 

fkin day. He has alfo been very defir- 

ous of knowing by what art I deftroy- 

ed fo many thoulands, without fatigue 

or danger to myfelf: indeed, he is fo 

ambitious of dividing the glory with 

me, that we have actually quarrelled 

about 



about it, and we are not now upon 

. • j . ■ t| 
{peaking terms. He boldly afferts I 

had no merit in deceiving the bears, 
t 1. ■ . i 

becaufe I was covered with one of their 

{kins y nay, he declares there is not, 
. . . 

in his opinion, in Europe, fo complete 
f * t -~*rn 

: • . i f r ' ■; * , • 

a bear naturally, as himfelf, among 

the human fpecies. 
[i «: v fjm 

He is now a noble peer, and 1 am 

too well acquainted with good man¬ 

ners to difpute fo delicate a point 

with his lorclfhip. 

to:. • -iii i rr '.:ir •! * v . . > 

• I 
, • f f • * * 1 1 "\ , * • # r 

- •>• r t. . * i ’ i . s r ■ t-r) (■ 
11JJH 

■ .j \ j ! „ . „ ? i.. ; 1 . . , 1 ./ B 
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CHAP. XIV. 

Our Barcn excels Baron Tott beyond all 

comp ar if on; yet fails in part of bis at¬ 

tempt.—Gets into difgrace with the 

Grand Seignior, who orders his head 

to be cut off.—FfcapeSy and gets on 

board a veffel, in which he is carried 

to Venice.—Barcn Tott's origin, with 

feme account of that great man’s pa¬ 

rents.—Pope Ganganelli s amour.—* 

His Holinefs fond of fhell-fifh. 
i , 

BaRON de Tott, in his Memoirs, 

makes as great a parade of a fmgle 

a£l, as many travellers whofe whole 

lives have been fpent in feeing the 

N different 
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different parts of the globe ; for my 

part, if I had been blown from Eu¬ 

rope to Alia, from the mouth of a can- 
■ 

non, I fhonld have boafted lefs of it 

afterwards than he has done of only 

firing off a Turkiflh piece of ordnance. 

What he fays of this wonderful gun, 

as near as my memory will ferve me, 

is this : ct The Turks had placed below 

€e the cafile, and near the city, on the 

cs banks of Simois, a celebrated river, 
/ 

an enormous piece of ordnance, caft in 
' 

<c brafSy which would carry a marble 

“ ball Of ELEVEN HUNDRED POUNDS 

‘c weight. I was inclined, fays Tott, 
• 1 • * 

“ to fire it, but I was willing firfi to 

“ judge 



c* judge of its ejfeSl; the crowd ah out 

6C me trembled at this propofal, 'as they 

u ajferted it would overthrow not only 

C£ the caftle, but the city aljo : at length 

cc their fears in part fuhfided, and I was 

i: permitted to difcharge it* It required 

c 1 not leys than three hundeed an d 

n THIRTY POUNDS WEIGHT OF PQW- 

8'4" der ; and the b* Jl wet o t- iAi £ as be- 

c« r ore on V SfC' y ELEVEN HUN D r> t? D 

44 weight. IVhen the engineer brought 

6C the priming, the crowds who were 

4 4 about me retreated back as faft as they 

<c could; nay, it was with the utmoft dif- 

44 fealty 1 psrjuaded the pacha, 

4C came onpurpofe, there was no danger : 

N a 
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te even the engineer, who was to difeharge 

ec it by my direbfiony was conftder ably 

“ alarmed. I took my fland on Jome 

iS ft one-work behind the cannon, gave 

“ the fignal, and felt a fjock like that 

“ of an earthquake ! At the difiance 

u of three hundred fathomy the ball 

ci bur ft into three pieces ; the fragments 

*( croffed the Strait, rebounded on the 

“ oppoftte mountain, and left the fur face 

iC of the water all in a foam, through the 

u whole breadth of the channel 

This, gentlemen, is, as near as I 

can recoiled;, Baron Tott’s account 

of the larged cannon in the known 

world. Now, when I was there not 

£ long 
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long fince, the anecdote of Tott’s 

firing this tremendous piece was men¬ 

tioned as a proof of that gentleman’s 

extraordinary courage. 

I was determined not to be outdone 

by a Frenchman ; therefore took this 

very piece upon my fhoulder, and, 

after balancing it properly, jumped 

into the fea with it, and fwam to the 

oppofite fhore, from whence I unfor¬ 

tunately attempted to throw it back 
* t ' ' 

into its former place : I fay unfortu¬ 

nately, for it Hipped a little in my hand, 

juft as I was going to difcharge it, 

and imconfequence of that, it fell into 

the middle of the channel, where it 

now lies, without a profpeft of ever 

N 3 reco- 

. 
L ■ 1 
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recovering it ; and, notwithflanding 

the high favour I was in with the 

Grand Seignior, as before mentioned, 

this cruel Turk, as foon as he heard 

of the lofs of his famous piece of 

ordnance, iffued an order to cutoff my 

head. I was immediately informed of 

it by one of the Sultanas, with whom 

I was become a great favourite, and 

ffie fecreted me in her apartment 

while the officer charged with my exe¬ 

cution was, with his affiftants, in fearch 

of me. 
* 

That very night I made my efcape 

on board a veffel bound to Venice* 

which was then weighing anchor to 

proceed on her voyage. 

/ 
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The laft ibory, gentlemen., J am not 

fond of mentioning, as I mifcarried 

in the attempt, and was very near 

lofing my life into the bargain: how- 

ever, as it contains no impeachment 

of my honour, I would not withhold 

it from you. 

Now, gentlemen, you all know me, 

and can have no doubt of my ve¬ 

racity. I will entertain you with 

the origin of this fame fivaggering, 

bouncing Tqtt. 

His reputed father was a native of 

Berne, in Switzerland ,• his profeffion 

was that of a furveyor of the ftreets, 

lanes, and alleys, vulgarly called a 

fc avenger. 
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fcavenger. His mother was a native 

of the mountains of Savoy, and had 

a moil beautiful large wen on her 

neck, common to both fexes in that 

part of the world; fne left her pa¬ 

rents when young, and fought her for¬ 

tune in the fame city which gave his 

father birth : fne maintained herfelf 

while fingle by a£ts of kindnefs to our 

fex, for (he never was known to refufe 

them any favour they aiked, provided 

they did but pay her fome compliment 

before hand. This lovely couple met 

by accident in the ftreet, in xonfe- 

quence of their being both intoxicated ^ 

for, by reeling to one centre, they 

threw 



threw each other down ; this created 

mutual abufe, in which they were 

complete adepts ; they were both car¬ 

ried to the watch-houfe, and after- 
1 

wards to the houfe of correction 5 

they foon faw the folly of quarrelling, 

made it up, became fond of each 

other, and married : but madam re¬ 

turning to her old tricks, his father, 

who had high notions of honour, foon 

feparated himfelf from her j fhe then 

joined a family who {trolled about with 

a puppet-fhew. In time fhe arrived at 

Rome, where fhe kept an oyfter-ftand. 

You have all heard, no doubt, of 

Pope Ganganelli, commonly called 

. Clement 
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Clement XIV. he was remarkably fond 

of oyfters. One Good-Friday, as he was 

palling through this famous city in Hate, 

to affifb at high-mafs at St. Peter’s 

church, he faw this woman’s oyf¬ 

ters, (which were remarkably fine 

and frefh) j he could not proceed 

without tailing them *, there were 

above five thoufand people in his train ^ 

he ordered them all to Hop, and feat 

word to the church he could not at¬ 

tend mafs till next day ^ then alight¬ 

ing from his horfe (for the Pope always 

rides on horfeback upon thefe occg- 

fions) he went into her Hall, and ate 

every oyfter lire had there, and after- 

v wards 
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wards retired into the cellar, where fhe 

had a few more. This fubterraneou* 

apartment was her kitchen, parlour, 

and bedchamber. He liked his fituatfon 

fo much, that he difcharged all his at¬ 

tendants, and, to make Ihort of the 

flory, His Holiness palled the whole 

night with her [ Before they parted, 

he gave her full absolution, not only 

for every fin Die had, but all fhe 

might hereafter commit. 

Now, gentlemen, 1 have his mother's 

word for it, (and her honour cannot be 

doubted) that Baron Hott is the fruit of 

that amour. When *Tott was born, his 

mother applied to His Holinejs, as the 

father 
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father of her child: he immediately placed 

him under proper people *, and as he grew 
\ 

up-> gave him a gentleman's education, 

had him taught the ufe of arms, pro¬ 

cured him promotion in France, and a 

title, and when he died he left him a good 
p 

ejlate. 

CHAP. 
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A further account of the journey jrom 

Harwich to Helvoetjluys.— Befcription 

of a number of marine objects, never 

mentioned by any traveller before._ 
Rocks feen in this pajfage, equal to the 

Alps in magnitude : Lobfters, Crabs, 
&c. of an extraordinary ?nagnitude._ 
A woman's life faved.—Bhe caufe of 

her falling into the fca.—Br. Hawes's 

directions followed with fuccefs. 

I Omitted feveral very material parts 

of my father’s journey acrofs the Eng¬ 

lish channel to Holland, which, that 

O they 

I 
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they may not be totally loft, I will 

now faithfully give you in his own 

words, as I heard him relate them to 

his friends feveral times* 
i1 

« On my arrival,’* fays my father, 

“ at Helvoetftuys, I was obferved 

«c to breathe with fome difficulty: 
- ■ • 

tc upon the inhabitants inquiring m- 

« to the caufe, I informed them, that 

cc the animal upon whofe back I rode. 

“ from Harwich acrofs to their ffiore 

“ did not fwim ! fuch is their pecu- 

6C liar form and difpofition, that they 

“ cannot float or move upon the 

furface of the water : he ran with 

« incredible fwiftnefs upon the fands, 

“ from 
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u from fhore to fhore, driving fifh in 

“ millions before him, many of which 

“ were quite different from any I had 

u yet feen, carrying their heads at the 
■•v 

*c extremity of their tails. I croffed,” 

continued he, <c one prodigious range 

u of rocks, equal in height to the 

44 Alps *, on the Tides of which there 

44 were a great variety of tall, noble 

46 trees, loaded with marine fruit, fuch 

44 as lobfters, crabs, oyfters, fcollops, 

mufcles, cockles, See. Sec. fome of 

“ which were a cart-load fingly! and 

44 none lefs than a porter’s! All thofe 

':i‘ The tops or higheft parts of thefe marine moun¬ 

tains are faid to be upwards of one hundred fathoms 

below the furface of the fea. 

O 2 44 which 



CC 

cc 

which are brought on fhore, and fold 

in our markets, are of an inferior 

CC 

cc 

dwarf kind, or properly waterfalls, 

. fruit fhook off the branches e 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

of the tree it grows upon by the 

motion of the water, as thofe in 

our gardens are by that of the 

wind ! The lobfter-trees appeared 

«C the richefl, but the crab and oyflers 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

were the tallefl. The periwinkle 

is a kind of fhrubj it grows at the 

foot of the oyfler-tree, and twines 

round it, as the ivy does the oak. 

I obferved the effects of feveral ac- 
. 

.. 

cidents by fhipwreck, &c. particu* 

larly a fhip that had been wrecked 

byP cc 

' 
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te by ftriking againft a mountain or 

<c rock, the top of which lay within 

iC three fathoms of the furface. As 

“ fhe funk, fhe fell upon her fide, and 

“ forced a very large lobfter-tree out 

« of its place. It was in the fpring, 

“ when the lobfters were very young; 

“ and many of them being feparated 

<c by the violence of the fhock, they 

“ fell upon a crab-tree, which was 

“ growing below them ^ they have, 

44 like the farina of plants, united, 

44 and produced a fi£h refembling both. 

“ I endeavoured to bring one with 

“ me, but it was too cumberfome, 

<l and my falt-water Pegafus feemed 

O 3 €‘ much 

v 
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44 much difpleafed at every attempt 

44 to flop his career whilft I continued 

44 upon his back*, befides, I was then, 
. 

44 though galloping over a mountain 
■ 

44 of rocks that lay about midway the 

44 paflage, at lead five hundred fathom 

44 below the furface of the fea, and 

44 began to find the want of air in- 

44 convenient; therefore I had no in- 

44 clination to prolong the time. Add 

44 to this, my fituation was in other 
■ 

44 refpeds very unpleafant : I met 

“ many large fifb, who were, if I 

44 could judge by their open mouths, 

44 not only able, but really wilhed to 

44 devour us*, now, as my Rofinantc 
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“ was blind, I had thefe hungry gfen- 

“ tlemen’s attempts to guard again it, 

cc in addition to my other difficulties. 

“ As we drew near the Dutch 

“ ffiore, and the body of water over 

M our heads did not exceed twenty 

u fathoms, I thought I faw a human 

“ figure in a female drefs then ly- 

“ ing on the fand before me % with 

cc fome figns of life : when I came 

‘c clofe, I perceived her hand move; 

I took it into mine, and brought 

“ her on ffiore as a corpfe. An apo- 

u thecary, who had juft been inftrudled 

* See the plate. 
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cc by Dr. Hawes *, of London, treated 

cc her properly, and (he recovered. She 

ic was the rib of a man who com- 

u manded a veffel belonging to Hel- 

<c voetfluys. He was juft going out of 

<c port on a voyage, when fhe, hear- 

u ing he had got a miftrefs with 

“ him, followed him in an open boat. 

“ As foon as fhe had got on the 

quarter-deck, fhe flew at her huf- 

u band, and attempted to ftrike him 

<c with fuch impetuofity, that he 

“ thought it mofl prudent to flip on 

44 one fide, and let her make the im- 

'* The Baron's father mult have lived very lately, 

if Dr. Hawes was his preceptor. 

“ predion 



u prefiion of her fingers upon the 

“ waves rather than his face : he was 

“ not much out in his ideas of the 

u confequence *, for meeting nooppo- 

“ fition, Ihe went dire&ly overboard, 

“ and it was my unfortunate lot to 

« lay the foundation for bringing this 

cc happy pair together again. 

cc I can eafily conceive what exc- 

<c crations the hufband loaded me 

<c with, when, upon his return, he 

u found this gentle creature waiting 

“ his arrival, and learned the means 

“ by which Ihe came into the world 

*c again. However, great as the in- 

“ jury is which I have done this poor 

“ devils 
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“ devil, I hope he will die in charity 

46 with me, as my motive was good, 

46 though the confluences to him 

“ are, it muft be confeffed, horrible.* 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVrL 

This is a very Jhort chapter, hut contains 

a faff for which the Baron's memory 

might to he dear to every Englijhman, 
efpecially thofe who may hereafter have 

the misfortune of being made prifoners 

cf war. 

O N my return from Gibraltar, I 
* ? 

travelled by way of France to Eng¬ 

land. Being a foreigner, this was not 

attended with any inconvenience to 

me. I found in the harbour of Calais 

a fhip juft arrived, with a number of 

Englifh failors, as prifoners of war. 

I immediately conceived an idea of 

g^mg 



giving thefe brave fellows their liberty, 

which I accomplifhed as follows.— 

After forming a pair of large wings, 

each of them forty yards long, and 

fourteen wide, and annexing them to 

myfelf, I mounted at break of day, 

when every creature, even the watch 

upon deck, was fall afleep. As I ho¬ 

vered over the flhip, I fattened three 

grappling irons to the tops of the 

three mails, with my fling, and fairly 

lifted her feveral yards out of the 

water, and then proceeded acrofs to 

Dover *, where I arrived in half an 

hour l Having no further occaflon 

See the plate. 
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for thefe wings, I made them a prefent 

to the governor of Dover Caflle, 
\ 

where they are now exhibited to the 

curious. 

As to the prifoners, and the French¬ 

men who guarded them, they did not 

awake till they had been near two 

hours on Dover Pier. The moment 

the Englilhmen underflood their fitu- 

ation, they changed places with their 

guard, and took back what they had 

been plundered of, but no\ more for 

they were too generous to retaliate, 

and plunder them in return. 

P CHAP, 
^ .. * 
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■ •' !• 
CHAP. XVII. 

• V 

Voyage e aft ward.—B'he Baron introduces 

a friend^ who never deceived him •, wins 

an hundred guineas by pinning his faith 
■V 

upon that friend's nofe.—Game ftarted 

at fea, — Some other cir cum fiances, 

which will, it is hoped,, afford the 

Reader no fmall degree cf amufement. 

Jn a voyage which I made to the 

Eaft Indies with Captain Hamilton, I 

took a favourite pointer with me; he 
r 

was, to ufe a common phrafe, worth 
v ' * 

his weight in gold, for he never de¬ 

ceived 
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ceived me. One day when we were* 

by the bell obfervations we could 

make, at lead three hundred leagues 

from land, my dog pointed: I obferved 

him for near an hour with adonifh- 

ment, and mentioned the circumdance 

to the captain and every officer on 

board, aflerting, that we mud be near 

land, for my dog fmelt game. 1 his 

occasioned a general laugh y but that 

did not alter in the lead the good opi ¬ 

nion I had of my dog. After much 

converfation pro and con, I boldly 

told the captain, I placed more confi¬ 

dence in Tray’s noie, than 1 did in 

the eyes of every feaman on board. \ 

P an d 



and therefore boldly propofed laying 

the fum I had agreed to pay for my 
t 

pafiage (viz. one hundred guineas), 

that we fhould find game within half 

an hour. The captain (a good hearty 

fellow) laughed again, defired Mr. 

Crawford the furgeon, who was pre- 

fent, to feel my pulfe : he did fo,. and 

reported me in perfect health. The 

following dialogue between them took 

place; I overheard it, though fpoken. 

low, and at fome diftance. 

Captain. His brain is turned ; I can¬ 

not with honour accept his wager. 

Surgeon. I am of a different opi¬ 

nion ; he is quite fane, and depends 

* ^ more 
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more upon the fcent of his dog, than: 

he will upon the judgment of all the 

officers on board : he will certainly 

lofe, and he richly merits it. 

Captain. Such a wager cannot be 

fair on my fide ; however. I’ll take 

him up, if I return his money after- 
/ i 

\ 

wards. 

During the above convention,. 

Tray continued in the fame fituation, 

and confirmed me {till more in my for¬ 

mer opinion. I propofed the wager a 

fecond time; it was then accepted. 

Done ! and Done ! were fcarcely faicf 

on both fides, when fome failors who 

were fiffiing in the long-boat, which 

P 3 was '- 
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was made faft to the ftern of the fliip, 

harpooned an exceeding large fhark, 

which they brought on board, and 

began to cut up for the purpofe of 

barrelling the oil, when, behold, they 

found no lefs than fix brace of live 

partridges in this animal’s ftomach! 
‘ 

They had been fo long in that fitUr 

ation, that one of the hens was fitting 

upon four eggs, and a fifth was hatch- 

lag, when the (hark was opened * !! I 

* This young bird we brought up, by placing it 

with a litter of kittens that came into the world: a 

few minutes before ! The old cat was as fond of it 

as any of her own four-legged progeny, and made 

herfelf very unhappy when it flew out of her reach 

till it returned again. As to the other partridges, 

there 
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there were four hens amongft them : one or more 

were, during the voyage, conftantly fitting, and con- 

feqyently we had plenty of game at the Captain’s 

table; and in gratitude to poor Tray (for being a 

means of winning one hundred guineas), I ordered 

him the bones daily, and fometimes a whole bisd. 

\ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIIL 

jffecond vjit (but an accidental one) to 

the moon.~—(The fljip driven by a whirl¬ 

wind a thoufand leagues above the 

furface of the water, where a new at- 

mofphere meets them, and carries them 

into a capacious harbom bt the moon*.— 

A defcription of the inhabitants, and 

their manner of coming into the 

lunarian world. — Animals, cuJlomsr 

weapons of war, wines^ vegetables5 &c> 

A SECOND TRIP TO THE MOON. 

I HAVE already informed you of one 

trip I made to the moon, in fearch of 

my filver hatchet: I afterwards made 

another 



( lS9 ) 

another in a much pleafanter manner, 

and ftaid in it long enough to take 

notice of feveral things, which I will 

endeavour to defcribe as accurately as 

my memory will permit. 

I went on a voyage of difcovery,' 

at the requeft of a diflant relation, 

who had a Arrange notion that there, 

were people to be found equal in mag¬ 

nitude to thofe defcribed by Gulliver 
« * » 

v ' , r _ « 

irrthe empire of Br.obdignag. For 

my part I always treated that account 

as fabulous; however, to oblige him, 

for he had made me his heir, I under¬ 

took it, ana failed for the South Seas, 

where we arrived without meeting with 
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any thing remarkable, except fome 

flying men and women, who were 

playing at leap-frog, and dancing mi- 

nuets in the air. 
' ' 1 ' 

On the eighteenth day after we had 

palled the ifland of Otaheite, men¬ 

tioned by Captain Cook as the place 

from whence they brought Omai, a 

hurricane blew our fhip at leaft one 

thou land leagues above the furface of 

the water, and kept it at that height 

till a frdh gale arifing, filled the fails 

in every part, and onwards we tra¬ 

velled at a prodigious rate: thus we 

proceeded above the clouds for fix 

weeks. At la ft we difcovered a great 

land 

t 



land in the fky, like a Aiming ifland, 

round and bright * where coming into 

a convenient harbour, we went on 

fhore, and foon found it was inhabited. 

Below us we faw another earth, con¬ 

taining cities, trees, mountains, ri¬ 

vers, feas, &c. which we conjectured 

was this world which we had left. 

Here we Caw huge figures riding upon 

vultures of a prodigious fize, and each 

of them having three heads. To form 

fome idea of the magnitude of thefe 

birds, I mud inform you, that each of 

their wings are as wide, and fix times 

the length of the main- fheet of our 

veffel, which was about fix hundred 

tons 
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tons burthen. Thus, inftead of riding 

upon horfes, as we do in this world, 

the inhabitants of the Moon (for we 

now found we were in madam Luna) 

fly about on thefe birds. The king 

we found was engaged in a war with 

the SUN, and he offered me a com- 

miffion, but I declined the honour his 

majefty intended me. 

Every thing in this world is of ex¬ 

traordinary magnitude •, a common 
* ■ \ 

flea being much larger than one of 

our (heep : in making war, their prin- 

cipal weapons are radiflies, which are 
D I 

ufed as darts •, thofe who are wounded 

by them, die immediately. Their 

2 v fnields 

v~ 
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fhields are made of mufhrooms, and 

their darts (when radifhes are out of 

feafon) of the tops of afparagus. Some 

of the natives of the dog-ftar are to 

be feen here ; commerce tempts them 

to ramble: their faces are like large 

mailifts, with their eyes near the lower 

end or tip of their nofes ; they have 

no eye-lids, but cover their eyes with 

the end of their tongues when they 

go to deep : they are generally twenty 

feet high. As to the natives of the 

Moon, none of them are lefs in Ma¬ 

ture than thirty-fix feet; they are not 

called the human fpecies, but the 

cooking animals, for they all drefs 

their 
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their food by fire, as we do, but lofe 

no time at their meals, as they open 

their left fide, and place the whole 

quantity at once in their flomach, then 

Ihut it again till the fame day in the 

next month *, for they never indulge 
• > 

themfelves with food more than twelve 

times in a year, or once a month. 

All but gluttons and epicures muft 
- ^ _ v .I 

prefer this method to ours. 

There is but one fex either of the 

cooking or any other animals in the 

Moon; they are all produced from 

trees of various iizes and foliage: 
# . 

that which produces the cooking ani¬ 

mal, or human fpecies, is much more 

6 beautiful 
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beautiful than any of the others; it 

has large llraight boughs, and flefh- 

coloured leaves, and the fruit it pro¬ 

duces are nuts or pods, with hard 

fhells, at lead; two yards long : when 

they become ripe, which is knowi'i 

from their changing colour, they are 

gathered with great care, and laid by 
’ll 

as long as they think proper: when 

they choofe to animate the feed of 

thefe nuts, they throw them into a 

large cauldron of boiling water, which 

opens the fhells in a few hours, and 

out jumps the creature. 

Nature forms their minds for dif¬ 

ferent purfuits before they come into 

2 the 



the world from one fhell comes forth 

a warrior, from another a philofopher, 

from a third a divine, from a fourth 

a lawyer, from a fifth a farmer, from 

a fixth a clown, &c. &c. and each 

of them immediately begin to perfect 

themfelves, by pradtifing what they 

before knew only in theory. 

When they grow old, they do not 

die, but turn into air, and diffolve 

like fmoke ! As for their drink, they 

need none; the only evacuations they 

have are infenfible, and by their 

breath. They have but one finger 

upon each hand, with which they 

perform every thing in as perfedt a 

manner 
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manner as we who have four befides 

the thumb. Their heads are placed un¬ 

der their right arm j and, when they are 

going to travel, or about any violent 

exercile, they generally leave them at 

home, for they can confult them at 

any diltance; this is a very common 

pra<5tice : and when thofe of rank or 

quality among the Lunarians have an 

inclination to fee what’s going forward 

among the common people, they flay at 

home, i. e. the body days at home, 

and fends the head only, which is fuf- 
. / 
fered to be prefent incog, and return 

at pleafure with an account of what 

has palled. 

The 0.3 
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The Hones of their grapes are e 

aflly like hail-, and, 1 am perfe6 

fatisfied, that when a {form or high 
\ * 

wind in the Moon fhakes their vines, 

and breaks the grapes from the flalks, 

the Hones fall down, and form our hail- 

fhowers. I would advife thofe who 

are of my opinion, to fave a quantity of 

thefe Hones when it hails next, and 
— * 

make Lunarian wine. It is common 

beverage at Saint Luke’s. Some mate- 

rial circumHances I had nearly omitted. 

They put their bellies to the far 

we do a fack, and throw whatev( 

have occafion for into it, for th 

fhut and open it again when 
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pleafe, as they do their ftomachs : 

they are not troubled with bowels, 

liver, heart, or any other inteilines ; 

neither are they incumbered with 

clothes, nor is there any part of their 

bodies unfeemly or indecent to ex¬ 

hibit. 
1 

Their eyes they can take in and out 

of their places when they pleafe, and 

can fee as well with them in their hand 

as in their head ! and if by any acci¬ 

dent they lofe or damage one, they can 

borrow or purchafe another, and fee 

as clearly with it as their own. Dealers 

in eyes are on that account very nu¬ 

merous in moft parts of the Moon, 
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and in this article alone all the inhabi¬ 

tants are whimfical; fometimes green, 

and fometimes yellow eyes are the 

fafliion. I know thefe things appear 

(trange •, but if the lhadow of a doubt 

can remain on any perfon’s mind, I 

fay, let him take a voyage there him- 
, 
felf, and then he will know I am a 

traveller of veracity* 

CHAP. 

/ 
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CHAP. XIX. 
N 

< ♦> 

c.The Baron crcffes the Thames without 

the aff.fiance of a bridge, fijip, boat, 

or balloon, or even his own will; roufes 

himfelf after a long nap, and deftroys 

a monfter, who lived upon the defiruc- 

tion of others. 

My firft vifit to England was about 

the beginning of the prefent King’s 

reign. I had occafion to go down to 

Wapping, to fee fome goods fhipped, 

which I was fending to fome friends 

at Hamburgh : after that bufinefs was 

over. 
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t 

over, 1 took the Tower Wharf in my 

way back. Here I found the fun 

very powerful; and I was fo much 

fatigued that I flepped into one of 

the cannon to compofe me, where I fell 

fail afleep. This was about noon ; it 

was the fourth of June: exactly atone 

o’clock, thefe cannon were all dif- 

charged in memory of the day : they 

had been all charged that morning, and 

having no fufpicion of my fituation, 

I was lliot over the houfes on the op* 

pofite fide of the river, into a farmer’s 

yard, between Bermondfey and Dept¬ 

ford, where I fell upon a large hay¬ 

rack, without waking, * and conti¬ 

nued 

* * 

Y (.< A 
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nucd there in a found deep till hay be¬ 

came fo extravagantly dear (which was 

about three months after), that the 

farmer round it his mtered to lend 

his whole dock to market: the flack 

I was repofing upon was the larged in 

the yard, containing above five hun¬ 

dred load; they began to cut that 

fird. I waked (with the voices of 

the people who had afeended the lad¬ 

ders to begin at the top) and got 

up, totally ignorant of my fituation; 

in attempting to run away, I fell upon 

the farmer to whom the hay belonged, 

and broke his neck, yet received no 

injury myfelf ! I afterwards found, to 

my 
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my great confutation, that this fellow 

was a moll detefhble charadter, always 
^ * 

keeping the produce of his grounds 

for extravagant markets. 

CHAP. 
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C H A I5. XX. 

Baron flips through the world: af¬ 

ter paying a vifit to Mount Etna, he 

finds himflelf in the South Sea, vifit 

Vulcan in his paffage, gets on hoard a 

Dutchman \ arrives at an ifland of 

Cheefle5 flurrounded by a flea of Milk - 

defcribes flome very extraordinary oh- 

jetls, Lcfle their compafls; their Jhip 

flips between the teeth of a fijh unknown 

in this part cfi the world \ their diffi¬ 

culty in eflcaping from thence ; arrive in 

the Caflpian Sea. Starves a bear to 

death. A few waiftcoat anecdotes 

In this chapter, which is the longeft, 

the Baron moralizes upon the virtue of 

veracity. 

.. Brydone’s Travels to Sicily, 

which I had read with great pleafure, 

R induced 
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induced me to pay a vine to Mount 

Etna; my voyage to this place was 

not attended with any circumftances 

worth relating. One morning early, 

three or four days after my arrival, l 

fet out from a cottage where I had 

flept, within fix miles of the foot of 

the mountain, determined to explore 

the internal parts, if I perifhed in the 

attempt. After three hours hard la- 
- 

hour, I found myfelf at the top; it 
- 

was then, and had been for upwards 

of three weeks raging •, its appearance 

in this Hate has been fo frequently no¬ 

ticed by different travellers,* that I 

will not tire you with deferiptions of 

obje£ls 

: • 
# 

v 
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objects you are already acquainted 

with. 1 walked round the edge of the 

crater, which appeared to be fifty 

times at leaft as capacious as the De¬ 

vil’s Punch-Bowl near Petersfield, on 

the Portfmouth road, but not fo broad 
/ / 

at the bottom, as in that part it re- 

fembles the contrasted part of a fun¬ 

nel more than a punch-bowl. At lafr, 

having made up my mind, in I fprang 

feet foremofl: I foon found myfelf in 

a warm birth, and my body bruifed 

and burnt in various parts by the red- 

hot cinders, which, by their violent 

afcent, oppofed my defcent; however, 

my weight foon brought me to the 

R 2 bottom, 



' I 

bottom, where I found myfelf in tire 

midd of noife and clamour, mixed 

with mod horrid imprecations j after 

recovering my fenfes, and feeling a re¬ 

duction of my pain, I began to look a- 

bout me. Guefs, gentlemen, my ado* 

nifbment, when I found myfelf in the 

company of Vulcan and his cyclops, 

who had been quarrelling for the three 
* 

weeks before mentioned, about the 

obfervation of good order and due 

fubordination, and which had occa- 

honed fuch alarms for that fpace of 

time in the world above. However, my 

arrival redored peace to the whole 

focietv, and Vulcan himfelf did me 
j * 

the 

v- « 
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the honour of applying plafters to my 
v «• 

wounds, which healed them immedi- 
I ' * , - ' 

ately; he alfo placed rerrefhments before 

me, particularly nedtar, and other rich 

wines, fuch as the gods and goddefles 

only afpire to, After this repail was 

over, Vulcan ordered Venus to fhew me 

every indulgence which my iituation 

required. To delcribe the apartment 

and the couch on which I repofed, is 

totally impofiible, therefore I will not 

attempt it: let it fuffice to fay, it ex¬ 

ceeds the power of language to do it jus¬ 

tice, or fpeak of that kind-hearted god- 

defs in any terms equal to her merit. 

Vulcan gave me a very concife 

R 3 account 



account of Mount Etna ; ho faid it 

was nothing more than an accumula¬ 

tion of allies thrown from his forge ^ 

that he was frequently obliged to 

chaftife his people, at whom, in his 

paflion, he made it a practice to throw 

red-hot coals at home, which they 

often parried with great dexterity, 

and then threw them up into the world, 

to place them out of his reach, for they 

never attempted to afTault him in re- 
. / 

turn, by throwing them back again: 

our quarrels, added he, laft fometimes 

three or four months, and thefe appear¬ 

ances of coals or cinders in the world 

are what I find you mortals call erup¬ 

tions. 



tions. Mount Vefuvius, he allured 

me, was another of his fhops, to which 

he had a paflfage three hundred and 

fifty leagues under the bed of the 

fea, where fimilar quarrels produced 

fimilar eruptions. I fliould have con¬ 

tinued here as an humble attendant 

upon Madam Venus; but fome bufy 
* 

tattlers, who delight in mifchief, whif- 

pered a tale in Vulcan’s ear, which 

roufed in him a fit of jealoufy not 

to be appeafed. Without the leafl 

previous notice, he took me one morn¬ 

ing under his arm, as I was waiting 

\]pon Venus, agreeable to cuftom, 

and carried me to an apartment I had 

never 
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never before feen, in which there was, 

to all appearance, a well, with a wide 

mouth : over this he held me at arm’s- 

length, and faying, “ Ungrateful mor- 

ec tal, return to the world from whence 

<c you came ” without giving me the 

leaft opportunity of reply, dropped 

me in the centre. I found myfelf de¬ 

fending with an increafing rapidity, 

till the horror of my mind deprived 

me of all refleftion. I fuppofe I fell 

into a trance; from which I was fud- 

denly roufed, by plunging into a large 

body of water illuminated by the rays 

of the fun J ! 

I could, from my infancy, fwim 

well, 



well, and play tricks in the water. I 

now found myfelf in paradifc, con- 

fidering the horrors of mind I had 

juft been releafed from. After looking 

about me fome time, I could difcover 

nothing but an expanfe of fea, ex¬ 

tending beyond the eye in every direc¬ 

tion ; I alfo found it very cold, a dif¬ 

ferent climate from Mailer Vulcan’s 

fliop. At lad I obferved, at fome dis¬ 

tance, a body of amazing magnitude, 

like a huge rock, approaching me : 

I foon difcovered it to be a piece of 

floating ice; 1 fwam round it till I 

found a place where I could afcend 

to the top, which I did, but not with- 
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out fame difficulty. Still I was out of 

fight of land, and defpair returned 

with double force : however, before 

night came on, I law a fail, which 

we approached very fail j when it was 

within a very fmall diflance, I hailed 

them in German •, they anfwered in 

Dutch; I then flung myfelf into the 

fea, and they threw out a rope, by 

which I was taken on board. I now 

enquired where we were, and was in¬ 

formed, in the great Southern Ocean ; 

this opened a difcovery which re¬ 

moved all my doubts and difficulties. 

It was now evident that I had pafied 

from Mount Etna through the centre 

of 



\ 
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of the earth to the South Seas i this, 

gentlemen, was a much fnorter cut 

than going round the world, and 

which no man has accompliffied, or 

ever attempted, butmyfelf: however, 

the next time I perform it, I will be 

much more particular in my observa¬ 

tions. 

I took fome refreshment, and went 

to reft. The Dutch are a very rude fort 

of people • I related the Etna paftage 

to the officers, exactly as I have done 

to you ; and fome of them, particu¬ 

larly the Captain, Seemed by his gri¬ 

mace and half-fentences to doubt my 

veracity: however, as‘he had kindly 

■6 taken 
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taken me on board his veifel, and was 

then in the very ad of adminiftering '* 

to my neceflitics, I pocketed the af- 
/ 

front. 
i 

I now in my turn began to enquire 

where they were bound ? To which 

they anfwered, they were in fearch of 

new difcoveries *, “ and if\ faid they, 

your fiory is true, a new puff age is really 

difccvered, and we Jhall not return difap- 

pointedWe were now exadly in 

Captain Cook’s firft track, and arrived 

the next morning in Botany Bay. 

This place 1 would by no means re¬ 

commend to theEnglifh government as 
* 

a receptacle for felons, or place of pu- 

nilbment) 
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nifoment: it foould rather be the re¬ 

ward of merit, nature having mod 

bountifully bellowed her bed gifts 

upon it* 

We daid here but three days; the 

fourth after our departure, a mod 

dreadful dorm arofe, which in a few 

hours dedroyed all our fails, fplin- 

tered our bowfprit, and brought down 

our top-mad; it fell direflly upon 

the box that inclofed our compafs, 
.k # 

which, with the compafs, was broken 

to pieces. Every one who has been at 

fea, knows the confequences of fuch a 

misfortune; we now were at a lofs 

where to deer. At length the dorm 

S abated* 



abated, which was followed by a 

fteady brifk gale, that carried us at 

leaft forty knots an hour for fix 

months * ! when we began to obferve 

an amazing change 4n every thing 

about us ♦, our fpirits became light, 

our nofes were regaled with the molt 

aromatic effluvia imaginable: the fea 

alfo had changed its complexion, and 

from green became white ! ! Soon after 

thefe wonderful alterations we faw 

land, and not at any great diftance. 

an inlet, which we failed up near 

fixty leagues, and found it wide and 

* We Ihould fuppofe the Baton has made a little 

aVifiake, and fubilituted months for days. 

deep, 
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deep, flowing with milk of the mofE 

delicious tafte. Here we landed, and 

foon found it was an ifland confiding 

of one large cheefe : we difcovered this 

by one of the company fainting away 

as foon as he landed; this man always 

had an averflon to cheefe: when he 

recovered, he defired the cheefe to be 

taken from under his feet *, upon exa¬ 

mination we found him perfectly right, 

for the whole ifland, as before ob- 

ferved, was nothing but a cheefe of 

immenfe magnitude ! Upon this the 

inhabitants, who are amazingly nu¬ 

merous, principally fuftain themfelves, 

and it grows every night in propor- 

S 2 tioa 
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tion as it is confumed in the day. 

Here Teemed to be plenty of vines, 
< t 

with bunches of large grapes, which, 

upon being prefied, yielded nothing 

but milk. We faw the inhabitants, 

running races upon the furface of the 

milk ; they were upright, comely 

figures, nine feet high, have three 

legs, and but one arm $ upon the 

whole, their form was graceful •, and 

when they quarrel, theyexercife a flrait 

horn, which grows in adults from the 

centre of their foreheads, with great 

adroitnefs : they did not fink at all, 

but ran and walked upon the furface 

of 
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of the milk, as we do upon a bowling- 

green-. 

Upon this ifland of cheefe grows 

great plenty of corn, the ears of which 

produce loaves of bread, ready made, 

of a round form like mu {brooms. 

We difcovered, in our rambles over 

this cheefe, feventeen other rivers of 

milk, and ten of wine, 

r After thirty-eight days journey, we 

arrived on the oppofite fide to that on 

which we landed j here wre found fome 

blue mould, as cheefe-eaters call it, 

from whence fpring all kinds of rich 

fruit: inftead of breeding mites, it 

produced peaches, nectarines, apiicots, 

S 3 and- 
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and a thoufand delicious fruits, which 

we are not acquainted with. In 

thefe trees, which are of an amazing 

fke, were plenty of birds Belts : a- 

monglt others was a king-fifher’s, of 

prodigious magnitude •, it was at lealt 

twice the circumference of the dome 

of St. Paul’s church in London : 

upon infpedion, this neft was made of 

huge trees, curioufiy joined together *, 

there were, let me fee (f or I make it 

a rule always to [peak within compajs)9 

there were upwards of five hundred 

eggs in this neft, and each of them 

was as large as four common hogf- 

heads or eight barrels, and we could 
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not only fee, but hear the young ones 

chirping within. Having, with great* 

fatigue, cut open one of thefe eggs, 

we let out a young one unfeathered, 

confiderably larger than twenty full- 

grown vultures. Juft as we had 

given this youngfter his liberty, the 

old king-fifher lighted, and feizing our 

captain, who had been a&ive in 

breaking the egg, in one of his claws, 

flew with him above a mile high, and 

then let him drop into the fea, but 

not till fhe had beaten all his teeth 
/ 

out of his mouth with her wings. 

Dutchmen generally fwim well; he 

foon joined us, and we retreated to 

our 



c m y 
our fhip. On our return we took a 

, . 
different route, and obferved many 

ftrange objedts. We fhot two wild 

oxen, each with one horn, alfo like 

the inhabitants, except that it fprouted 

from between the eyes of thefe ani¬ 

mals : we were afterwards concerned 

at having deftroyed them, as we found, 

by inquiry, they tamed thefe creatures, 

and ufed them as we do horfes, to ride 

upon and draw their' carriages *, their 

flefh, we were informed, is excellent, 
. 

but ufelefs where people live upon 

cheefe and milk. When we had 

reached within two days journey of 
i v * \ r-, , » if . 

the fhip, we obferved three men 
* 

hanging. 
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hanging to a tali tree by the heels : 

upon inquiring the caufe of their pu- 

nilhment, I found they had all been 

travellers, and upon their return home 

had deceived their friends,, by de- 
•> 

fcribing places they never faw, and re¬ 

lating things that never happened: 

this gave me no concern, as I have 

ever confined myfelf to faffs. 

As foon as we arrived at the lhipy 

we unmoored,, and fet fail from this 

extraordinary country,, when, to our 

aftonifhment, all the trees upon fhore,: 

of which there were a great number 

very tall and large, paid their refpedts* 

to us twice, bowing to exadl time, and; 

irame- 
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immediately recovered their former 

pofture, which was quite erebt. 

By what we could learn of this 

Cheese, it was confiderably larger 

than the continent of all Europe ! 

After failing three months we knew 

not where, being Ml without com- 

pafs, we arrived in a fea which ap¬ 

peared to be almoft black ; upon 

tailing it, we found it moft excellent 

wine, and had great difficulty to keep 

the failors from getting drunk with 

it: however, in a few hours we found 

ourfelves furrounded by whales and 

other animals of an immenfe magni¬ 

tude ^ one of which appeared to be 

too 



too large for the eye to form a judg¬ 

ment of: we did not fee him till we 

were clofe to him. This monfter drew 

our Ihip, with all her mails ilanding, 

and fails bent, by fusion, into its 

mouth, between its teeth, which were 

much larger and taller than the mail 

of a firft-rate man of war. After we 

had been in his mouth fome time, 

he opened it pretty wide, took in an 

immenfe quantity of water, and float¬ 

ed our vefiel, which was at leaft 500 

tons burthen, into his ilomach; here 

we lay as quiet as at anchor in a dead 

calm. Tne air, to be fure, was ra- 

ther warm, and very oftenfive. We 

found 
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found anchors, cables, boats, and 

barges in abundance, and a confider- 

able number of fhips, fome laden and 

fome not, which this creature had 

fallowed. Every thing was tranfa&ed 

by torch-light; no fun, no moon, no 

planet, to make obfervations from. 
. 

We were all generally afloat and a- 

ground twice a-day: whenever he 

drank, it became high-water with us; 

and when he evacuated, we found our- 

felves aground : upon a moderate 

computation, he took in more water 

at a fingle draught than is generally 

to be found in the Lake of Geneva, 

though that is above thirty miles in 

circum- 

r 
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circumference. On the fecond day of 

our confinement in thefe regions of 

darknefs, I ventured at low-water, as 

we called it, when the jfhip was a- 

ground, to ramble with the Captain, 

and a few or the other officers, with 

lights in our hands: we met with peo¬ 

ple of all nations, to the amount of 

upwards of ten thoufand ; they were 

going to hold a council how to re¬ 

cover their liberty ; feme of them 

having lived in this animal’s ftomach 

feveral years, there were feveral chil¬ 

dren here who had never feen the 

world, their mothers having lain . in 

repeatedly in this warm fituation. Juft 
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as the chairman was going to in¬ 

form us of the bufinefs upon which 

we were afiembled, this plaguy fifti 

becoming thirfty, drank in his ufual 
I 

manner : the water poured in with fuch 

impetucfity, that we were all obliged to 

retreat to our refpedtive fhips immediate¬ 

ly, or run the rifque of being drowned; 

fome were obliged to fwim for it, and 

with difficulty faved their lives. In a 

few hours after, we were more fortu¬ 

nate ; we met again juft after the 

monfter had evacuated. I was chofen 

chairman, and the firft thing I did 

was topropofe fplicing two main-mafts 

together; and the next time he opened 

his 
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liis mouth, to bo ready to wedge 

them in, fo as to prevent his (hutting 

it. It was unanimously approved. 

One hundred flout men were chofen 

upon this fervice, We had fcarcely 

got our mafts properly prepared, when 

an opportunity offered * the monfter 

opened his mouth.: immediately the 

top of the maft was placed againft 

the roof,, and the other end pierced his 

tongue, which effefUtally prevented 

him from (hutting his mouth. A.s loon 

as every thing in his flornach was 

afloat, we manned a few boats, who 

rowed themfelves and us into the 

world. The day-light, after, as near 

T 2 as 
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as we could judge, three months con¬ 

finement in total darknefs, cheered 

ourfpirits furprifingly. When we had 

all taken our leave of this capacious 

animal, we muftered juft a fleet of 

ninety-five (hips, of all nations, who 

had been in this confined fituation. 

We left the two mafts in his mouth, 

to prevent others being confined in 

the fame horrid gulph of darknefs 

and filth. Our firft objedt was to 

learn what part of the world we were 

in : this we were for fome time at a 

lofs to afcertain ; at laft I found, 

from former obfervations, that we 

were in the Cafpian Sea! which wafhes 

part 



( *33 ) 

part of the country of the Cahnuck 

Tartars. How we came here, it was 

impoflible to conceive, as this fea has 

no communication with any other. 

One of the inhabitants of the Cheele 

I Hand, whom I had brought with me,, 

accounted for it thus; that the mon¬ 

ger, in whofe ftomach we had been fo 

long confined, had carried us here 
i i I « 0 

through fome fubterraneous paftage 

however, we pufhed to fhore, and I 

was the firft who landed. Juft as I 

put my foot upon the ground, a large 

bear leaped upon me, with his fore¬ 

paws ; I caught one in each hand, and 

fqueezed him till he cried out moft 

T 3 iuftily 
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luftily; however, in this pofition I 

held him till I ftarved him to death. 

You may laugh, gentlemen^ but this 

was loon accompliftied, as I prevented 

him licking his paws. From hence 

1 travelled up to St. Peterfburgh a 

iecond time; here an old friend gave 

me a moft excellent pointer, defend¬ 

ed from the famous bitch before 

mentioned, that littered while fhe was 

hunting a hare. I had the misfortune 

to have him (hot foon after by a blun¬ 

dering fportfman, who fired at him in- 

ftead of a covey of partridges which 

he had juft fet. Of this creature’s 

Ikin I have had this waiftcoat made 

(fhewing 
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(Ihewing his waiftcoat), which always 

leads me involuntarily to game if I 

walk in the fields in the proper feafon ; 

and when I come within fhot, one of 

the buttons conftantly flies off^ and lodges 

upon the flpot where the fport is \ and, 

as the birds rife, being always primed 

and cocked, I never mils them. 

Here are now but three buttons left. 

I fhall have a new fet fewed on agai.iil 

the (hooting feafon commences. 

When a covey of partridges is dis¬ 

turbed in this manner, by the button 

falling amongft them, they always 

rife from the ground in a direct line 

before each other. I one day, by for- 

getting 



/ 

getting to take my ram-rod out of my 

gun, foot it ftraigbt through a lealh, 

as regularly as if the cook had (pitted 

them. I had forgot to put in any 

fhot, and the rod had been made fo 

hot with the powder, that the birds 

were completely roailed by the time I 

reached home. 

Since my arrival in England I have 

accompliPned what I had very much 

at heart, viz. providing for the in¬ 

habitant of the Cheefe Ifland, whom 

I had brought with me. My old 
< - .. ».« 

friend, Sir William Chambers, who- 

is intirely indebted to me for all his 

ideas of Chinefe gardening, by a de- 

fcription. 
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fcription of which he has gained fuefr 

high reputation ; I fay, gentlemen, 

in a diicourfe which I had with this 

gentleman, he feemed much diftreffed 

for a contrivance to light the lamps 

at the new buildings, Somerfet Houfe : 

the common mode with ladders, he 

obferved, was both dirty and incon¬ 

venient. My native of the Cheefe 

I (land popped into my head; he was 

only nine feet high when I frft 

brought him from his own country, 

but was now increafed to ten and an 

half : I introduced him to Sir Wil¬ 

liam, and he is appointed to that ho¬ 

nourable office. He is alfo to carry* 

under 
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under a large cloak* an utenfil in 

each coat pocket, inftead of thofe four 
x V 

which Sir William has very properly 

fixed for private purpofes in fo confpk 

cuous a fituation* in the great qua¬ 

drangle^ 

He has alfo obtained from Mr. 

Pitt, the fituation of mefienger to his 

Majefty’s lords of the bed-chamber, 

whofe principal employment will now 

be, divulging the fecrets of the Royal 

Houfehold to their worthy patron,. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

Extraordinary Flight on the Back of an 

Eagle over France to Gibraltar, South 

and North America, the Polar Regions, 

and back to England, within fix-and- 

thirty hours. 

About the beginning of his pre- 

fent Majcity’s reign I had fame bufinefs 

with a *1iftant relation who then lived 

on the ifle of Thanet; it was a family 

difpute, and not likely to be finifhed 

foon. I made it a pradtice during my 

refidence there, the weather being fine, 

to walk out every morning. After a 

few of thefe excurfions, I obferved an 

objedt upon a great eminence about 

three miles diftant j I extended my 

walk 
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walk to it, and found the ruins of an 

ancient temple: I approached it with 

admiration and afconifhment; the traces 

of grandeur and magnificence which 

yet remained were evident proofs of 

its former fplendour: here I could not 

help lamenting the ravages and de- 

vaftations of time, of which that once 
* 

noble ftru&ure exhibited fuch a me¬ 

lancholy proof. I walked round it fe- 

vcral times, meditating on the fleeting 

and tranfitory nature of all terreftrial 

things: on the eaftern end were the 

remains of a lofty tower, near forty 

feet high, overgrown with ivy, the 

top apparently flat} I furveyed it on 

every fide very minutely, thinking that 

if I could gain its fummit, I fhould 

enjoy the moil delightful profped of 

the 7 



the circumjacent country. Animated 

with this hope, I refolved, if poffible, 

to gain the fummit *, which I at length 

effected by means of the ivy, though 

not without great difficulty and dan¬ 

ger: the top I found covered with 

this evergreen, except a large chafm 

in the middle. After I had furveyed 

with pleafing wonder the beauties of 

art and nature that confpired to enrich 

the fcene, curiofity prompted me to 

found the opening in the middle, in 

order to afcertain its depth, as I enter¬ 

tained a fufpicion that it might pro¬ 

bably communicate with fome unex¬ 

plored fubterranean cavern in the hill • 

but having; no line, I was at a lofk 

how to proceed. After revolving 

the matter in my thoughts for fome 

time. 



time, I refolved to drop a ftone 

down, and liften to the echo: hav¬ 

ing found one that anfwered my 

pnrpofe, I placed myfelf over the hole 

with one foot on each fide, and (loop¬ 

ing down to liften^ I dropped the 

ftone; which I had no fooner done, 

than I heard a milling below, and fud- 

denly a mon(Irons eagle put up its 

head right oppofite my face ; and 

rifing up with irrefiflible force, carried 

me away feated on its fhoulders. I 

inilantly grafped it round the neck, 

which was large enough to (ill my 

arms •, and its wings, when extended, 

were ten yards from one extremity to 

the other. As it arofe with a regular 

afcent, my feat was perfectly eafy, 

and I enjoyed the profpedt below with 

inex- 
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inexpreffible pleafure. It hovered over 

Margate for fome time, v/as feen by 

feveral, people, and many fnots were 

fired at it; one ball hit the heel of my 

fhoe, but did me no injury. Jt then 

directed its courfe to Dover cliff, where 

it alighted, and I thought of difmount- 

ing^ but was prevented, by a fudden 

difcharge of mufquetry from a party 

of marines that were exercifing on the 

beach : the balls flew about my head, 
, V 

and rattled on the feathers of the eagle 

like hail-ftones; yet I could not per- 

ceive it had received any injury. It 

inftantly re-afcended, and flew over the 

fea towards Calais; but fo very high, 

that the channel Teemed to be no 

broader than the Thames at London- 

bridge. In a quarter of an hour I 

U 2 found 
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found myfelf over a thick wood in 

France, where the eagle defcended very 

rapidly, which caufed me to flip down 

to tlic back part of its head ^ but 

alighting on a large tree, and raifing 

its head, I recovered my feat as before, 

but law no podibility of difengaging 

myfelf without the danger of being 

killed by the fall: fo I determined to 

fit fad, thinking it would carry me to 

the Alps, or fome other high moun¬ 

tain, where I could difmount without 

any danger. After reding a few mi¬ 

nutes it took wing, dew feveral times 

round the wood, and fcreamed loud 

enough to be heard acrofs the Englifh 

channel. In a few minutes one of the 

fame fpeeies arofe out of the wood, 

and dew dire&ly towards us : it fur- 

veycd 

I ! 
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veyed me with evident marks of 

difpleafure, and came very near me. 

After flying feveral times round, they 

both dire&ed their courfe to the 

fouth-weft. I foon obferved that the 

one I rode upon could not keep pace 

with the other, but inclined towards 

the earth, on account of my weight: 

its companion perceiving this, turned 

round, and placed itfelf in fuch a pofition 

that the other could reft its head on its 

rump : in this manner the^ proceeded 

till noon, when I faw the rock of Gib- 
i 

raltar very diftindtly. The day being 

clear, notwithfcanding my degree ©f 

elevation, the earth’s furface appeared 

juft like a map, where land, fea, lakes,, 

rivers, mountains, and the like, were 

perfe&ly diftinguifhable ^ and having 

U 3 fome 
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fome knowledge of geography, I was 

at no loft to determine what part of 

the globe I was in. 

While I was contemplating this won¬ 

derful profped, a dreadful howling 

hidden! y began all around me, and in 

a mompnt I was invefted by thoulands 

of fmall black, deformed, frightful- 

looking creatures, who preffed me on 

all fides in fuch a manner that I could 

neither move hand or foot: but I had 

'not been in their poflefTion more than 

ten minutes, when I heard the mofk 

delightful mu he that can poflibly be 

imagined♦, which was fuddenly changed 
\ 

into a noife the mod awful and tre¬ 

mendous, to which the report of can¬ 

non, or the loudefl: claps of thunder, 

would bear no more proportion than 

the 
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the gentle zephyrs of the evening 

to the moft dreadful hurricane : but 

the fhortnefs of its duration prevented 

all thofe fatal effedts which a prolonga¬ 

tion of it would certainly have been 

attended with. 

The mufic commenced, and I faw 

a great number of the moft beautiful 

little creatures feize the other party, 

and throw them with great violence 

into fomething like a fnuff-box, which 
i * . 

they fhut down ; and one threw it 

away with incredible velocity ; then 

turning to me, he faid, they whom he 

had fecured were a party of devils, 

who had wandered from their proper 

habitation; and that the vehicle in 

which they were inclofed would fly 

with unabating rapidity for ten thou- 

fand 4 
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fand years, when it would burft of its 

own accord, and the devils would re¬ 

cover their liberty and faculties, as at 

the prefent moment. He had no fooner 

iinifhed this relation than the mufic 

ceafed, and they all difappeared, leav¬ 

ing me in a flate of mind bordering 

on the confines of defpair. 

When I had recompofed myfelf a 

little, and looking before me with in- 

expreffible pleafure, I obferved that 

the eagles were preparing to alight on 

the peak of Teneriffe : they defcended 

on the top of a rock *, but feeing no pof- 

fible means of efcape if I difmounted, 

determined me to remain where I was. 

The eagles fat down feemingly fa¬ 

tigued, when the heat of the fun foon 

caufed them both to fall ttfleep; nor 

did 
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did I long refill its fafcinating power. 

In the cool of the evening, when the 

iun had retired below the horizon, I 

was roufed from fleep by the eagle 

moving under me ^ and having ftretch- 

ed myfelf along its back, I fat up, and 

reafTumed my travelling pofition, when 

they both took wing, and having 

placed themfelves as before, dire died 

their courfe to South America. The 

moon ftiining bright during the whole 

night, I had a fine view of all the 

iftands in thofe feas. 

About the break of day vre reached 

the great continent of America, that 

part called Terra Firtna, and defcend- 

ed on the top of a very high mountain. 

At this time the moon, far diftant in 

the weft, and obfcured by dark clouds, 

but 
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but juft afforded light fufEcient for 

me to difcover a kind of fhrubbery all 

around, bearing fruit fomething like- 

cabbages, which the eagles began to 

feed on very eagerly. I endeavoured 

to difcover my fituation, but fogs and 

pairing clouds involved me in the 

thickeft darknefs; and what rendered 

the fcene flill more (hocking, was the 

tremendous howling of wild beads, 

fome of which appeared to be very 
■■A 

near : however, 1 determined to keep 

my feat, imagining that the eagle 

would carry me away if any of them 

fhould make an hoftile attempt. When 

day-light began to appear, I thought 

of examining the fruit which I had 

feen the eagles eat ; and as fome 

was hanging, which I could eafily 

come 
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come at, I took out my knife, and cut 

a (lice; but how great was my fur- 

prife to fee that it had all the appear¬ 

ance of roaft beef regularly mixed, 

both fat and lean ! I rafted it, and 

found it well flavoured and delicious ; 

then cut feveral large dices, and put 

in my pocket, where I found a cruft 

of bread which I had brought from 

Margate ; took it out, and found 

three mufket balls that had been lod<r. 

ed in it on Dover cliff. I extrafted 

them, and cutting a few dices more 

made a hearty meal of bread and cold 

beef fruit. I then cut down two of the 

largeft that grew near me, and tying 

them together with one of my garters, 

hung them over the eagle’s neck for 

another occafion, filling my pockets at 

the 
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the fame time. While I was fettling 

thefe affairs, I obferved a large fruit 

like an inflated bladder, which I wifh- 

ed to try an experiment upon •, and 

flriking my knife into one of them, a 

fine pure liquor like Holland’s gin 

gufhedout, which the eagles obferv- 

ing, eagerly drank up from the ground. 
v ■ /. 

I cut down the bladder as fail as I 

could, and faved about half a pint in 

the bottom of it, which I tafted, and 

could not diftinguifh it from the bed 

mountain wine. I drank it all, and 

found myfelf greatly refrefhed. By 

this time the eagles began to dagger 
* 

againfl the flirubs. I endeavoured to 

keep my feat, but was foon thrown to 

fome didance among the bufhes. In 

attempting to rife, I put my hand 

* ’ upon 
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apon a large hedge-hog, which hap¬ 

pened to lie among the grafs upon 

its back : it mftantly clofed round my 

hand, fo that I found it impoffible to 

Utake it off. I ft ruck it federal times 

againft the ground without effed; but 

while I was thus employed, I heard a 

ruffling among thefhrubbery,and look- 

ing up, I fa tv an huge animal within 

three yards of me: I could make no 

defence, but held out both my hands, 

when it rulhed upon me, and feized 

that on which the hedge-hog was fixed. 

My hand being foon relieved, I ran 

to fome diftance, where I faw the 

creature fuddenly drop down, and ex¬ 

pire with the hedge-hog in its throat. 

When the danger was paft, I went to 

view the eagles, and found them Iy- 

in £ 
at 
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ang on the grafs fail afleep, being in¬ 

toxicated with the liquor they had 

-drank. Indeed I found myfelf con¬ 

siderably elevated by it, and feeing 

every thing quiet, I began to fearch 

for fome more, which I foon found 

.and having cut down two large blad¬ 

ders, about a gallon each, I tied 

them together, and hung them over 

the neck of the other eagle j and two 

Smaller ones I tied with a cord round 
1.2 

my own waift. Having fecured a. 

good flock of provifions, and per- 
A 

ceiving the eagles begin to recover, 

I again took my feat. In half an hour 

they arofe majeflically from the place, 

without taking the lead notice of their 

incumbrance. Each reaffumed its 

former flation j and directing their 

2 courfe 
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con rife to the northward, they crofffedi 

the Gulf of Mexico, entered Norj£ 

America, and fleered dire&ly. for the 

Polar regions; which gave me the 

lined opportunity of viewing this vad 

continent that can poffibly be ima¬ 

gined. 

Before we entered the frigid zone,, 

the cold began to affefel me; but 

piercing one of my bladders, I took- 

a draught, and found that it could 

make no imprefTion on me afterwards* 

PafTmg over Hudfon’s Bay, 1 faw fe- 

veral of the company’s fhips lying at 

anchor, and many tribes of Indians* 

marching with their furs to market. 

By this time I was fo reconciled to 

my feat, and become fuch an expert- 

rider,,. that I could fit up and look. 

X-2.. around* 
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around me ; but in general I lay along 

|he eagle’s neck, grafping it in n?y 

arms, with, my hands immerfed in its 

feathers, in order to keep them warm. 

In thefe cold climates I obferved 

that the eagles flew wi h greater ra¬ 

pidity, in order, I fuppofe, to keep 
* > 

their blood in circulation. In p affine* 
a O 

Baffin’s Bay I faw feveral large Green- 

landmen to the eaflward, and many 

furprifing mountains of ice in thofe 

leas. 

While I was furveying thefe won¬ 

ders of nature, it occurred to me 

that this was a good opportunity to 

difeover the north-weft paffage, if any 

fuch thing exifted, and not only ob- 

tain the reward offered by govern¬ 

ment, but the honour of a difeovery 

pregnant 

. 
•5 
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pregnant with fo many advantages to 

every European nation. But while ’ 

my thoughts were abforbed in this- 

pleafing reverie, I was alarmed by the 

firft eagle ftriking its head againlb a folid 

tranfparent fubftance ; and in a mo¬ 

ment that which I rode experienced 

the fame fate; and both fell down- 

feemingly dead. 

Here our lives mult inevitably have 

terminated, had not a lenle of danger, 

and the Angularity of my fituation, in¬ 

spired me with a degree of (kill and 

dexterity, which enabled us to fall 

near two miles perpendicular with as 

little inconveniency as if we had been 

let down with a rope : for no fooner 

did I perceive the eagles itrike againft.- 

a- frozen cloud, which is very com- 

X 3 mon-5 

m m 
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mon near the poles, than (they being 

clofe together) I laid myfelf along the 

back of the foremoft,, and took hold 

of its wings to keep them extended, 

at the fame time ftretching out my 

legs behind to fupport the wings of 

the other. This had the deiired ef¬ 

fect ; and we defcended very fafe on a 

mountain of ice, which I fuppofed to 

be about three miles above the level of 

the fea. 

I demounted; unloaded the eagles,; 

opened one of the bladders, and ad>- 

miniftered fome of the liquor to each 

of them, without once confidering that 

the horrors of deftru&ion feemed to 

have confpired againft me.. The roar¬ 

ing of waves, cralhing of ice, and 

the howling of bears, confpired to 

form. 



V- 

m 

( 259 ) 

form a fcene the moft awful and tre¬ 

mendous; but notwithstanding this, my 

concern for the recovery of the eagles 

was 10 great, that I was infenfible of the 

danger to which I was expofed. Having 

rendered them every afliftance in my 

power, I flood over them in painful 

anxiety, fully fenfible that it was 

only by means of them that I could 

poflibly be delivered from thefe a- 

bodes of defpair. 

But fuddenly a monftrous bear be¬ 

gan to roar behind me, with a voice 

like thunder. I turned round, and 

feeing the creature juft ready to de¬ 

vour me, having the bladder of lk 

quor in my hands, through fear I 

Iqueezed it fo hard, that it bur ft, and 

the liquor flying in the eyes of the 

animal. 



animal* totally deprived it of fight. 

It inflan tly turned from me, ran 

away in a flate of diftra&ion, and 

foon fell over a precipice of ice into 

the fea, where I faw it no more. 

The danger being over,. I again 

turned my attention to the eagles, 

whom I found in a fair wav of reco- 
* 

very5 and fuipe&ing that they were 

faint for want of vidtuals, I took one 

of the beef fruits, cut it into final! 

fiices, and prefented them with it, 

which they devoured with avidity. 

Having given them plenty to eat 

and drink, and difpoied of the re¬ 

mainder of my provifion, I took pof- 

iefiion of my feat as before. After 

compofing myfelf, and adjufling every 

thing in the befit manner, I began to 

eat 



( 261 ) 
/ , 

sat and drink very heartily ^ and through 

the effects of the mountain, as I called 

it, was very cheerful, and began to fing . 

a few verfes of a fong, which I had 

learned when I was a boy: but the 

noife foon alarmed the eagles, who had 

been adeep, through the quantity of 

liquor which they drank, and they 

arofe feemingly much terrified. Hap¬ 

pily for me, however, when I was 

feeding them, I had accidentally turn¬ 

ed their heads towards the fouth-eaft, 

which courfe they purfued with a ra¬ 

pid motion. In a few hours I faw the 

weftern ides •, and foon after had the 

inexpreffible pleafure of feeing Old 

England. I took no notice of the feas 

or idands over which I paffed. 

The eagles defcended gradually as 

they 
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mey drew near the fliore, intending,, 

as I iuppofed, to alight on one of the 

Welch mountains ; but when they 

came to the diftance of about fixty 

yards, two guns were fired at them, 

loaded with balls, one of which took 

place in a bladder of liquor that hung 

to my waift ; the other entered the 

breaft of the foremoft eagle, who fell 

to the ground, while that which I 

rode, having received no injury, flew 

away with amazing fwiftnefs. 

This circumftance alarmed me ex¬ 

ceedingly, and I began to think it was 

impoffible for me to efcape with my 

bfe; but recovering a little, I once 

more looked down upon the earth • 

when, to my inexpreffible joy, I faw 

Mai gate at a little diftance, and the 
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^agle dercending on the old tower 

whence it had carried me on the morn¬ 

ing of the day before. It no fooner 

came down, than I threw myfelf off, 

happy to find that I was once more 

reftored to the world. The eagle flew 

away in a few minutes, and I fat down 

to compofe my fluttering fpirits, which 

I did in a few hours. 

I foon paid a vifit to my friends, and 

related thefe adventures, Amazement 

flood in every countenance; their con¬ 

gratulations on my returning in fafety 

weie repeated with an unaffcfled deoxee 

of pleafure, and we paflfed the evening 

as we are doing now, every perfcn 

prefent paying the higheft compli¬ 

ments to my Courage and Veracity. 

•END OF VOLUME THE FIRST. 
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HOOKS lately publijljed by C. and 

G, Kearsley, Fleet-Street. 

''HE WORKS of GEORGE ALEXANDER 
STEVENS, containing a complete collec¬ 

tion of his Songs, printed verbatim !rom his 1 aft 
corrections ; alio his celebrated Ledture upon 
Heads, as delivered originally by himfelf, with 
additions as fpoken by Mr, Lee Lewis, at the 
1 heat re Royal in Covent Garden, and the Royalty 
Theatre. To which is added, an Effay on Sa¬ 
tire, by the late Mr. Pilon. 

There are ipurious and incorreCt editions of 
Stevens’s Works in circulation, againll which it is 
neceffary to caution the public. The fongs may 
be had Lparate, price is. 6d. and the Left u re 
on Heads, price is. or bound together in red, 
price 3s. 

MODERN VOYAGES : Containing the prin¬ 
cipal difcoveries of Cavendifli, Dampier, An- 

fon, Byron, Wallis, Carteret, Bougainville, Dixon, 
Port lock, Patenon, and others. Alfo the late ft 
authentic accounts from Botany Pay ; the moil in- 
terefting particulars of Briflon’s narrative of his 
fhipwreck and captivity. The (hipwreck of the 
Antelope Eaft-India packet, and a ddcription of 
the amiable inhabitants of the Pelew [{lands. 
By the Rev. JOHN ADAMS, A. M. In two vo¬ 
lumes, nmo. Price 6s. fewed. 

The above work is executed with judgment 
and accuracy,.and will afford young people amufe- 
ment and inftruftion. 

Monthly Review, March 1791. 
Thefe volumes v,dl be found very proper fchool 

books, and may rank among the moft ufeful which 
have yet appeared. 

Analytical Review for October laid 
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